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The aim of the project was to create a The aim of the project was to create a 
green shared space inspired by Derek green shared space inspired by Derek 
JarmanJarman’’s garden at Prospect Cottage s garden at Prospect Cottage 
in Dungeness as a collaboration in Dungeness as a collaboration 
between Pride in Ageing at the between Pride in Ageing at the 
LGBT FoundationLGBT Foundation,, Manchester and  Manchester and 
Manchester Art Gallery. The timing Manchester Art Gallery. The timing 
of the Pocket Park was in line with of the Pocket Park was in line with 
the opening of the exhibition the opening of the exhibition ‘‘Derek Derek 
Jarman Protest!Jarman Protest!’’ at the Gallery on 1  at the Gallery on 1 
December 2021.December 2021.

The Derek Jarman Pocket Park The Derek Jarman Pocket Park 
is supported by The Ministry of is supported by The Ministry of 
HousingHousing,, Communities and Local  Communities and Local 
Government Pocket ParksGovernment Pocket Parks,, Pride  Pride 
in Ageing at the LGBT Foundation in Ageing at the LGBT Foundation 
ManchesterManchester,, The IGNITION Project The IGNITION Project,,  
Royal Horticultural SocietyRoyal Horticultural Society,, Exterior  Exterior 
ArchitectureArchitecture,, The Postcode Lottery  The Postcode Lottery 
TrustTrust,, United Utilities United Utilities,, Greater  Greater 
Manchester Mental Health TrustManchester Mental Health Trust,,  
Manchester Wellbeing FundManchester Wellbeing Fund,, and the  and the 
University of Manchester.University of Manchester.
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L e tL e t ’’ s  G e t  B o t a n i c a l  Ts  G e t  B o t a n i c a l  T oo g e t h e rg e t h e rT h e  c oT h e  c o -- c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p o c k e t  p a r k  i n s p i r e d c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p o c k e t  p a r k  i n s p i r e d b y  D e r e k  J a r m a nb y  D e r e k  J a r m a n ’’ s  w o r k  a s  g a r d e n e rs  w o r k  a s  g a r d e n e r ,,  
a r t i s ta r t i s t ,,  a n d  a c t i v i s t a n d  a c t i v i s t

T h e  s t o r y  c o n t i n u e s …T h e  s t o r y  c o n t i n u e s …

Manchester Art Gallery and Pride in Ageing at LGBT Foundation have Manchester Art Gallery and Pride in Ageing at LGBT Foundation have 

been working in partnership to create a Derek Jarman Pocket Park at the been working in partnership to create a Derek Jarman Pocket Park at the 

Mosley Street entrance of Manchester Art Gallery. This new community Mosley Street entrance of Manchester Art Gallery. This new community 

garden space has been designed and planted by a volunteer group of garden space has been designed and planted by a volunteer group of 

greengreen--fingered LGBTQfingered LGBTQ++ over 50s from Greater Manchester over 50s from Greater Manchester,, with support  with support 

from artist Juliet Davisfrom artist Juliet Davis--Dufayard.  Funding was provided by The Ministry Dufayard.  Funding was provided by The Ministry 

of Housingof Housing,, Communities and Local Government Pocket Parks Communities and Local Government Pocket Parks,, Postcode  Postcode 

Lottery Trust and the Manchester Wellbeing Fund. As well as providing a Lottery Trust and the Manchester Wellbeing Fund. As well as providing a 

functional space for Manchester Art Galleryfunctional space for Manchester Art Gallery’’s climate and wellbeing work s climate and wellbeing work 

the garden is a place for the people of Manchester and the wider world to the garden is a place for the people of Manchester and the wider world to 

come togethercome together,, relax relax,, share ideas and enjoy a taste of  share ideas and enjoy a taste of ““immersive natureimmersive nature”” in  in 

the centre of the City. Garden design support has been kindly provided by the centre of the City. Garden design support has been kindly provided by 

Exterior ArchitectureExterior Architecture,, Royal Horticultural Society and United Utilities (as  Royal Horticultural Society and United Utilities (as 

partners in the IGNITION Project)partners in the IGNITION Project),, and the garden contains a number of  and the garden contains a number of 

innovative urban solutions to combat the effects of climate change.innovative urban solutions to combat the effects of climate change.

The Derek Jarman Pocket Park is inspired by filmmakerThe Derek Jarman Pocket Park is inspired by filmmaker,, gay rights activist  gay rights activist 

and gardener Derek Jarmanand gardener Derek Jarman’’s celebrated garden in Dungeness as well as s celebrated garden in Dungeness as well as 

the life experiences of our LGBTQthe life experiences of our LGBTQ++ volunteer group volunteer group,, who are of the same  who are of the same 

or similar generations to Jarman. Almost 30 years on from Jarmanor similar generations to Jarman. Almost 30 years on from Jarman’’s s 

landmark landmark ‘‘QueerQueer’’ exhibition at Manchester Art Gallery exhibition at Manchester Art Gallery,, this volunteer  this volunteer 

group continue to be inspired by the messages and movements for LGBTQgroup continue to be inspired by the messages and movements for LGBTQ++  

equality which Jarman and others started in the 1980sequality which Jarman and others started in the 1980s,, and are supporting  and are supporting 

LGBT Foundation to continue their work towards a fair and equal society LGBT Foundation to continue their work towards a fair and equal society 

where all LGBTQwhere all LGBTQ++ people can achieve their full potential. This Zine draws on  people can achieve their full potential. This Zine draws on 

the work of the collective to tell the story of the cothe work of the collective to tell the story of the co--creation of a garden creation of a garden 

space which opened for Pride month in June 2022.space which opened for Pride month in June 2022.

In the words of members of the volunteer group… LGBTQIn the words of members of the volunteer group… LGBTQ++ over 50s  over 50s 

LetLet’’s Get Botanical Together!s Get Botanical Together!

letlet’’s get botanical togethers get botanical together
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““True love foreverTrue love forever”-”- Derek Jarman Derek Jarman

Philip and Mindy preparing 
the garden space with some 
much needed weeding!

T h e  S t o r yT h e  S t o r y
WeWe’’ve come together as a collective ve come together as a collective 
of Greater Manchesterof Greater Manchester’’s over s over 
50s LGBTQ50s LGBTQ++ communities communities,, a bunch  a bunch 
of knowledgeableof knowledgeable,, and not so  and not so 
knowledgeableknowledgeable,, amateur gardeners amateur gardeners,,  
and a group of people who all share and a group of people who all share 
a passion for the beauty and power a passion for the beauty and power 
of gardensof gardens,, plants and nature. And  plants and nature. And 
wewe’’re very excited to be working with re very excited to be working with 
Pride in Ageing  at LGBT FoundationPride in Ageing  at LGBT Foundation,,  
Manchester Art GalleryManchester Art Gallery,, Exterior  Exterior 
ArchitectureArchitecture,, RHS Ignition project and  RHS Ignition project and 
artist Juliet Davisartist Juliet Davis--Drufayard to plan Drufayard to plan 
and create a Jarmanand create a Jarman--inspired garden inspired garden 
in this spacein this space,, which everyone will be  which everyone will be 
welcome to use.welcome to use.

T h e  P e o p l eT h e  P e o p l e
* * Derek JarmanDerek Jarman,, the  the 

source of inspirationsource of inspiration

* * PhilipPhilip,, Mindy Mindy,, David David,,  
HazelHazel,, and Paul: the  and Paul: the 
storytellers storytellers 

* * LawrieLawrie,, the visioner the visioner

* * FionaFiona,, the curator the curator

* * JulietJuliet,, the artist the artist

* * RosieRosie,, the  the 
horticulturalisthorticulturalist

* * Jonny and SophieJonny and Sophie,, the  the 
architectsarchitects

* * LucianaLuciana,, the  the 
ethnographerethnographer

* * LeonLeon,, the Garbden  the Garbden 
DesignerDesigner

44 the story and the peoplethe story and the people
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Derek Jarman’s Garden, 1995

T h e  S e t t i n gT h e  S e t t i n g
Some of you may recognise this Some of you may recognise this 
strip of land in Manchester city strip of land in Manchester city 
centre centre –– the stone flags the stone flags,, Victorian  Victorian 
iron fencingiron fencing,, a background of office  a background of office 
blocks and a glimpse to the right blocks and a glimpse to the right 
of a Grade I listed building. itof a Grade I listed building. it’’s a s a 
small part of the land surrounding small part of the land surrounding 
Manchester Art Gallery. Most of us Manchester Art Gallery. Most of us 
have probably given it little thought have probably given it little thought 
as we walk down Mosley Streetas we walk down Mosley Street,, but  but 
for a small group of usfor a small group of us,, it was the  it was the 
subject of many Zoom meetings subject of many Zoom meetings 
during 2021.during 2021.

Our group includes five Pride in Our group includes five Pride in 

Ageing LGBT Foundation volunteersAgeing LGBT Foundation volunteers,,  

LGBT FoundationLGBT Foundation’’s Pride in Ageing s Pride in Ageing 

ManagerManager,, a gallery curator a gallery curator,, an artist  an artist 

and an anthropologist! Why?  Whatand an anthropologist! Why?  What’’s s 

this all about?this all about?

the settingthe setting 55
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Derek Jarman Protest! (Dec 2021 Derek Jarman Protest! (Dec 2021 ––  
April 2022)April 2022),, focused on the diverse  focused on the diverse 
strands of Jarmanstrands of Jarman’’s practice as a s practice as a 
painterpainter,, film film--makermaker,, set set--designerdesigner,,  
political activist and…gardener.political activist and…gardener.

Imagine a wild and windswept corner Imagine a wild and windswept corner 
of the British coastlineof the British coastline,, a headland  a headland 
of pebbles and shingleof pebbles and shingle,, blasted by  blasted by 
the sun in summer and battered by the sun in summer and battered by 
winter storms and salt spraywinter storms and salt spray,, and all  and all 
within the shadow of a nuclear power within the shadow of a nuclear power 
station.station.

DUNGENESSDUNGENESS,, DUNGENESS DUNGENESS,, YOUR BEAUTY IS THE  YOUR BEAUTY IS THE 

BESTBEST,, FORGET THE HILLS AND VALLEYS. THIS 
 FORGET THE HILLS AND VALLEYS. THIS 

LANDSCAPE IS LIKE THE FACE YOU OVERLOOK
LANDSCAPE IS LIKE THE FACE YOU OVERLOOK,,  

THE FACE OF AN ANGEL WITH A NAUGHTY SMILE
THE FACE OF AN ANGEL WITH A NAUGHTY SMILE

- - Derek JarmanDerek Jarman,, Garden Garden,, 1995 1995  

Not exactly a place that conjures up Not exactly a place that conjures up 
the beauty of naturethe beauty of nature,, and yet for  and yet for 
artistartist,, film maker and gay activist  film maker and gay activist 
Derek JarmanDerek Jarman,, the garden he created  the garden he created 
at Prospect Cottage in Dungenessat Prospect Cottage in Dungeness,,  
KentKent,, was both a  was both a ‘‘therapy and therapy and 
a pharmacopoeiaa pharmacopoeia’’..

Almost 30 years on from JarmanAlmost 30 years on from Jarman’’s s 
landmark exhibition landmark exhibition ‘‘QueerQueer’’ at  at 
Manchester Art GalleryManchester Art Gallery,, the group  the group 
of volunteer gardenersof volunteer gardeners,, many of  many of 
whom also campaigned for gay rights whom also campaigned for gay rights 
and against homophobic policies and and against homophobic policies and 
attitudesattitudes,, continue to be inspired  continue to be inspired 
by the messages and movements for by the messages and movements for 
LGBTQLGBTQ++ equality which Jarman and  equality which Jarman and 
others campaigned for in the 1980s.others campaigned for in the 1980s.

Derek Jarman, Prospect Cottage, Dungeness. Courtesy Howard Sooley

66
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1. 1. Radical and striking spaceRadical and striking space,, which  which 
stimulates all life forms throughout stimulates all life forms throughout 
the year. the year. 
In practice: Year round planting for In practice: Year round planting for 
interestinterest//rotating plantsrotating plants;; structural  structural 
plants of different heightsplants of different heights,, so you  so you 
can see them through railings and can see them through railings and 
different views.different views.

2. 2. Celebrates differences and Celebrates differences and 
rreesiliencesilience,, life stories of Jarman life stories of Jarman,, his  his 
peerspeers,, and also local stories. Offers  and also local stories. Offers 
a window into different LGBT life a window into different LGBT life 
experiences. Inspires people. experiences. Inspires people. 

In practice: Stories and engagement In practice: Stories and engagement 
with different generations. Parallel with different generations. Parallel 
drawn between HIVdrawn between HIV//AIDS historically AIDS historically 
and area to commemorate those who and area to commemorate those who 
have been affected. have been affected. 

3. 3. A multiA multi--sensory journey through sensory journey through 
the gardenthe garden,, with focus on accessibility  with focus on accessibility 

In practice: Colour. Scent. Texture. In practice: Colour. Scent. Texture. 
Shingles. Soundscapes. CottageShingles. Soundscapes. Cottage//Shelter Shelter 
as a final destination. as a final destination. 

4. 4. Bringing the exhibition to the Bringing the exhibition to the 
Pocket ParkPocket Park,, symbolically symbolically,, combines  combines 
naturenature,, art art,, text and words (spoken or  text and words (spoken or 
written) written) 
In practice: A sense of Jarman through In practice: A sense of Jarman through 
the garden. the garden. 

K E Y  P R I N C I P L E S  F O R  D E R E K  J A R M A N K E Y  P R I N C I P L E S  F O R  D E R E K  J A R M A N 
P O C K E T  P A R K  A T  M A N C H E S T E R  A R T P O C K E T  P A R K  A T  M A N C H E S T E R  A R T 
G A L L E R Y  G A L L E R Y  -- b y  t h e  c o l l e c t i v eb y  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  

5. 5. Space for reflection and revelation Space for reflection and revelation 
In practice: Reflect (use of mirrors In practice: Reflect (use of mirrors 
to reflect what is in the garden) to reflect what is in the garden) &&  
revelation (what is hidden). revelation (what is hidden). 

6. 6. Inspires people to garden and take Inspires people to garden and take 
action for climate justice. action for climate justice. 
In practice: Sharing gardening In practice: Sharing gardening 
&& activist knowledge. Building  activist knowledge. Building 
in sustainability. Conserve water in sustainability. Conserve water 
consumptionconsumption,, seeded roof on  seeded roof on 
shelter and planting to encourage shelter and planting to encourage 
biodiversitybiodiversity

Zoom activity by the artist Zoom activity by the artist 
Juliet: when everyone has Juliet: when everyone has 
read their principlesread their principles,, we all  we all 
vote using democracy: we vote using democracy: we 
each get a certain number each get a certain number 
of of ‘‘dotsdots’’ (could be 3 or  (could be 3 or 
5 5 ‘‘XX’’ crosses) and we each  crosses) and we each 
anonymously type a cross anonymously type a cross 
next to our top choices. If next to our top choices. If 
you only have one top choice you only have one top choice 
you can type all your crosses you can type all your crosses 
next to that one. next to that one. 

Once everyone has voted we Once everyone has voted we 
count which principles have count which principles have 
the most votesthe most votes,, these are the  these are the 
ones we keep.ones we keep.

key principles for the pocket park at manchester art gallerykey principles for the pocket park at manchester art gallery 77
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DUNGENESS…DUNGENESS…

View from Prospect Cottage, Dungeness. Courtesy Howard Sooley

88
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D e r e k  J a r m a nD e r e k  J a r m a n ––  t h e  a r t i s t t h e  a r t i s t ,,  
w r i t e r  a n d  f i l mw r i t e r  a n d  f i l m -- m a k e rm a k e r

Deep red sun climbing from a Deep red sun climbing from a 
still seastill sea,, the wet shingle ablaze  the wet shingle ablaze 
with reflections. Walked with reflections. Walked 
into the garden floating on into the garden floating on 
a sea of pearls. The garden a sea of pearls. The garden 
casts mysterious shadows. casts mysterious shadows. 
Not a breath of wind. Not a breath of wind. --Derek Derek 
JarmanJarman,, Modern Nature Modern Nature,, 1991 1991  

We have sought We have sought 
equivalence in designing equivalence in designing 
a garden in an ostensibly a garden in an ostensibly 
adverse environment. adverse environment. 
How creativity thrives in How creativity thrives in 
the marginal spaces…For the marginal spaces…For 
me this is an aspect of me this is an aspect of 
abstraction in art.abstraction in art.-- Mindy Mindy

Please read the cares of the world Please read the cares of the world I have locked in these pages: and I have locked in these pages: and after put this book aside and love. after put this book aside and love. May you of a better futureMay you of a better future,, love  love without a care and remember we without a care and remember we loved too.loved too.

As the shadows close inAs the shadows close in,, the stars  the stars come out. come out. --Extract from Smiling in Extract from Smiling in Slow Motion  Slow Motion  -- Derek Jarman Derek Jarman,, At  At Your Own Risk: A SaintYour Own Risk: A Saint’’s Testaments Testament,,  1992  1992  ‘Landscape With Blue Pool’ 1976  Courtesy Arts Council Collection 

Prospect, 1991, oil on canvas, Courtesy Amanda Wilkinson Gallery

View from Prospect Cottage, Dungeness. Public Domain

derek jarmanderek jarman–– the artist the artist,, writer and film writer and film--makermaker 99
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This is like he was reflecting upon his lifeThis is like he was reflecting upon his life,, and inevitability of being diagnosed  and inevitability of being diagnosed with an AIDS related disease. He like I had an uncertain future. HIV didnwith an AIDS related disease. He like I had an uncertain future. HIV didn’’t t discriminatediscriminate,, the inevitability of survival or death unknown. It made me think  the inevitability of survival or death unknown. It made me think and remember life back in the 90and remember life back in the 90’’s. In putting these thoughts aside. I too was s. In putting these thoughts aside. I too was able to build a better futureable to build a better future,, but more importantly to love and be loved. I am a  but more importantly to love and be loved. I am a survivor. survivor. -- Philip Philip

A sea mist shimmers in the dawn. Still air. Dew sparkles on 
A sea mist shimmers in the dawn. Still air. Dew sparkles on 

the shingle. A solitary magpie perched in the driftwood. 
the shingle. A solitary magpie perched in the driftwood. ––  

Derek JarmanDerek Jarman,, Modern Nature Modern Nature,, 1991 1991

Always becomingAlways becoming,, never arriving. Life  never arriving. Life 
is at a standstill is at a standstill -- only ideas flash  only ideas flash 
past. In such confusion I find myself past. In such confusion I find myself 
running after them: Hey! Stop! running after them: Hey! Stop! 
Stop! But they escapeStop! But they escape,, leaving me  leaving me 
staring at a grey English spring. staring at a grey English spring. ––  
Derek JarmanDerek Jarman,, Modern Nature Modern Nature,, 1991 1991

Paradise haunts gardensParadise haunts gardens,, and some  and some 
gardens are paradises. Mine is gardens are paradises. Mine is 
one of them. Others are like bad one of them. Others are like bad 
children children –– spoilt by their parents spoilt by their parents,,  
overover--watered and covered with watered and covered with 
noxious chemicals. noxious chemicals. --Derek JarmanDerek Jarman’s’s  
GardenGarden,, 1995 1995

‘The Garden’ -still image . Photo Liam Daniel courtesy Basilisk Communications

1010 the gardenthe garden
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Four times in 1988 we broke Four times in 1988 we broke 
the record for Europethe record for Europe’’s s 
largest demonstration largest demonstration 
1212,,000000;;1500015000;;2020,,000000;;2525,,000. 000. 
We learnt who our true allies We learnt who our true allies 
werewere,, and our fair and our fair--weather weather 
friends. The Labour Party friends. The Labour Party 
deserted us at the first hurdledeserted us at the first hurdle,,  
the Guardian told us that the Guardian told us that 
Clause 28 was our own fault. Clause 28 was our own fault. 
The Clause became lawThe Clause became law--plays plays 
bannedbanned,, exhibitions stopped exhibitions stopped,,  
teachers silenced. But for what?                                           teachers silenced. But for what?                                           
Happy Christmas Margaret. Happy Christmas Margaret. 
--Derek JarmanDerek Jarman,,  At Your Own   At Your Own 
Risk: A SaintRisk: A Saint’’s Testaments Testament,, 1992 1992  

As a Positive Elder this is quite As a Positive Elder this is quite 
poignant to me. poignant to me. -- Philip Philip

D e r e k  J a r m a n D e r e k  J a r m a n 
t h e  a c t i v i s tt h e  a c t i v i s t

Photo: Stephen Mayes.  
Courtesy of OutRage!

Derek and Keith from Smiling in Slow Motion, 2001

Jarman Jarman --19421942--19941994   was and is an  was and is an 
important part of LGBTQimportant part of LGBTQ++ history in the  history in the 
UKUK,, speaking out publicly for gay rights  speaking out publicly for gay rights 
and fighting homophobia throughout his and fighting homophobia throughout his 
life. Along with many other gay men in the life. Along with many other gay men in the 
1980s 1980s && 90s 90s,, Jarman was diagnosed HIV  Jarman was diagnosed HIV 
positive and died from an AIDSpositive and died from an AIDS--related related 
illness at the age of 52. illness at the age of 52. 

derek jarman the activistderek jarman the activist 1111
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1 9 4 21 9 4 2
Michael Derek Elworthy Jarman Michael Derek Elworthy Jarman 
born in Northwoodborn in Northwood,, Middlesex on 31  Middlesex on 31 
JanuaryJanuary..

1 9 4 61 9 4 6
Jarman gifted the book Beautiful Jarman gifted the book Beautiful 
Flowers and how to grow them by his Flowers and how to grow them by his 
parentsparents,, beginning his life beginning his life--long love long love 
of gardensof gardens

From 1942 From 1942 –– 1950 1950
The Jarman family live in EnglandThe Jarman family live in England,,  
Pakistan and ItalyPakistan and Italy,, moving for  moving for 
JarmanJarman’’s fathers father’’s work as a serving s work as a serving 
RAF officerRAF officer..

E a r l y  1 9 4 0 sE a r l y  1 9 4 0 s
The Union pubThe Union pub,, now The New Union now The New Union,,  
plays host to drag shows during plays host to drag shows during 
World War II. They were popular with World War II. They were popular with 
American troops stationed nearby.American troops stationed nearby.

1 9 5 21 9 5 2
Alan Turing is prosecuted for being in Alan Turing is prosecuted for being in 
a relationship with another man. He a relationship with another man. He 
dies by suicide in 1954.dies by suicide in 1954.

1 9 6 0 s1 9 6 0 s
ManchesterManchester’’s gay scene is based in s gay scene is based in 
an area between Albert Square and an area between Albert Square and 
Deansgate with pubs such as the Deansgate with pubs such as the 
Rockingham and Rouge being popular Rockingham and Rouge being popular 
although The Union continues to be although The Union continues to be 
frequented by the gay community.frequented by the gay community.

1 9 6 41 9 6 4
The North West Homosexual Law The North West Homosexual Law 
Reform Committee is founded by Reform Committee is founded by 
Labour councillor Allan Horsfall. The Labour councillor Allan Horsfall. The 
first meeting is held in Manchester. first meeting is held in Manchester. 

1 9 6 71 9 6 7
Summer of Love. Homosexuality Summer of Love. Homosexuality 
decriminalised in England for decriminalised in England for 
consenting adults over 21. consenting adults over 21. 

1 9 7 31 9 7 3
The Manchester Gay Alliance is formed The Manchester Gay Alliance is formed 

T i m e l i n e  o f T i m e l i n e  o f 
D e r e k  J a r m a nD e r e k  J a r m a n ’’ s s 
l i f e  a n d  w o r kl i f e  a n d  w o r k

T i m e l i n e  o f T i m e l i n e  o f 
L G B T  h i s t o r y  i n L G B T  h i s t o r y  i n 
M a n c h e s t e rM a n c h e s t e r

1968 , “ballet for small spaces” courtesy of the Keith 
Collins Will Trust - Amanda Wilkins

1212 derek jarmanderek jarman’’s life and work s life and work / / LGBTQLGBTQ++ history in manchester history in manchester



1313

1 9 5 11 9 5 1
Jarman whipped and shamed at Jarman whipped and shamed at 
Hordle House for cuddling in bed Hordle House for cuddling in bed 
with his friend Gavinwith his friend Gavin,,  ‘‘sowing terrible sowing terrible 
seeds of doubt and selfseeds of doubt and self--hatehate’.’.

1 9 5 51 9 5 5 -- 6 06 0
Jarman begins gardening with cacti in Jarman begins gardening with cacti in 
the garden at Northwoodthe garden at Northwood.. Yves Klein  Yves Klein 
presents his work: an empty white room presents his work: an empty white room 
entered through a blue curtainentered through a blue curtain..

1 9 6 31 9 6 3
Having completed his degree in Having completed his degree in 
English and History at KingEnglish and History at King’’s Colleges College,,  
Jarman started at SladeJarman started at Slade,, studying  studying 
painting and set designpainting and set design..

1 9 6 71 9 6 7
Immediately after finishing at SladeImmediately after finishing at Slade,,  
Jarman exhibits widely in LondonJarman exhibits widely in London,,  
Liverpool and ParisLiverpool and Paris..  

1 9 7 01 9 7 0
Designs the sets for Ken RussellDesigns the sets for Ken Russell’’s The s The 
DevilsDevils,, shot at Pinewood studios shot at Pinewood studios..  

1 9 7 21 9 7 2
Publishes poetry collection A Finger in Publishes poetry collection A Finger in 
the Fishes Mouththe Fishes Mouth

Begins prolific production of Super8 Begins prolific production of Super8 
filmsfilms.. Designs sets and produces  Designs sets and produces 
paintings and furniture for Ken paintings and furniture for Ken 
RusselRussel’’s film Savage Messiahs film Savage Messiah..

by the Universityby the University’’s Lesbian s Lesbian && Gay  Gay 
SocietySociety,, CHE CHE,, a lesbian group and  a lesbian group and 
transvestite transvestite // transsexual group. transsexual group.

1 9 7 51 9 7 5
2 January 2 January –– The Manchester Gay  The Manchester Gay 
Alliance opens the Manchester Gay Alliance opens the Manchester Gay 
Switchboard to provide support and Switchboard to provide support and 
information to callers. It originally information to callers. It originally 
operated in the basement of the operated in the basement of the 
University of Manchester. By 1990University of Manchester. By 1990,,  
the switchboard teamed up with the switchboard teamed up with 
The Lesbian Link Helpline to form The Lesbian Link Helpline to form 
the Manchester Lesbian and Gay the Manchester Lesbian and Gay 
Switchboard.Switchboard.

1 9 7 81 9 7 8
The first edition of The Mancunian The first edition of The Mancunian 
Gay magazine is published.Gay magazine is published.

1 9 7 91 9 7 9
Margaret Thatcher elected Prime Margaret Thatcher elected Prime 
Minister.Minister.

1 9 8 41 9 8 4
Manchester City Council forms the Manchester City Council forms the 
Equal Opportunities Committee. Equal Opportunities Committee. 

Untitled: Slade Entrance Exam’ 1962.  Private collection 
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1 9 7 61 9 7 6
Releases first feature filmReleases first feature film,, Sebastiane Sebastiane,,  
in Sardiniain Sardinia.. A queer retelling of the  A queer retelling of the 
martyrdom of Stmartyrdom of St..SebastianSebastian,, the film  the film 
is notable for its homois notable for its homo--eroticism and eroticism and 
entirely Latin dialogueentirely Latin dialogue..  

1 9 7 71 9 7 7
Makes BritainMakes Britain’’s s ‘‘first punk filmfirst punk film’’  
JubileeJubilee.. Featuring Elizabeth I time Featuring Elizabeth I time--
travelling to 70s Britaintravelling to 70s Britain.. Makes  Makes 
music video for Sex Pistolsmusic video for Sex Pistols..

1 9 7 91 9 7 9
Makes The TempestMakes The Tempest,, a retelling of  a retelling of 
ShakespeareShakespeare’’s plays play.. Makes Broken  Makes Broken 
English suite of 3 music videos for English suite of 3 music videos for 
Marianne FaithfulMarianne Faithful..

1 9 8 61 9 8 6
Nominated for the Turner Prize Nominated for the Turner Prize 
for his contribution to filmfor his contribution to film.. Makes  Makes 
CaravaggioCaravaggio.. Meets Keith Collins Meets Keith Collins,,  
JarmanJarman’’s companion until his deaths companion until his death..  
In DecemberIn December,, Jarman is diagnosed as  Jarman is diagnosed as 
HIVHIV--positivepositive..

1 9 8 71 9 8 7
Buys Prospect Cottage with his Buys Prospect Cottage with his 
inheritance from his fatherinheritance from his father.. Directs  Directs 
video for Pet Shop Boys Itvideo for Pet Shop Boys It’’s a Sins a Sin..    
Makes Last of EnglandMakes Last of England..

1 9 8 81 9 8 8
Begins working extensively for rights Begins working extensively for rights 
for gay people and AIDS sufferersfor gay people and AIDS sufferers..

1 9 8 51 9 8 5
Manchester Pride is born following Manchester Pride is born following 
a a ££11,,700 grant from the Manchester 700 grant from the Manchester 
City Council to put on a twoCity Council to put on a two--week week 
celebrationcelebration,, complete with a huge  complete with a huge 
banner adorning Oxford Street.banner adorning Oxford Street.

1 9 8 61 9 8 6
EuropeEurope’’s first purposes first purpose--built Gay Centre built Gay Centre 
built in Manchester.built in Manchester.

1 9 8 81 9 8 8
Section 28Section 28,, passed into law prohibiting  passed into law prohibiting 
local authorities and schools from local authorities and schools from 
““promotingpromoting”” homosexuality and  homosexuality and 
prevented councils from funding muchprevented councils from funding much--
needed lesbian and gay initiatives at a needed lesbian and gay initiatives at a 
time when gay people were struggling time when gay people were struggling 
to cope with the AIDS epidemic.to cope with the AIDS epidemic.

A huge antiA huge anti--Section 28 protest is held Section 28 protest is held 
in Manchester.in Manchester.

1 9 8 91 9 8 9
The Northwest Campaign for Lesbian The Northwest Campaign for Lesbian &&  
Gay Equality organises ManchesterGay Equality organises Manchester’’s s 
““Celebration of Gay and Lesbian Celebration of Gay and Lesbian 
DiversityDiversity””..

‘Landscape’ 1991 
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1 9 8 91 9 8 9
Makes War RequiemMakes War Requiem..  

1 9 9 01 9 9 0
Makes The GardenMakes The Garden..

1 9 9 11 9 9 1
Publishes Modern NaturePublishes Modern Nature.. Canonised  Canonised 
as Stas St.. Derek of Dungeness by the  Derek of Dungeness by the 
Sisters of Perpetual IndulgenceSisters of Perpetual Indulgence.. Makes  Makes 
Edward IIEdward II..

1 9 9 21 9 9 2
Publishes At Your Own RiskPublishes At Your Own Risk.. Queer Queer,, an  an 
exhibition of new paintings including exhibition of new paintings including 
large large ‘‘sloganslogan’’ works at Manchester  works at Manchester 
Art GalleryArt Gallery..

1 9 9 31 9 9 3
Makes WittgensteinMakes Wittgenstein.. Makes his last  Makes his last 
feature film Bluefeature film Blue.. Directs music videos  Directs music videos 
for Suedefor Suede,, Pet Shop Boys and Patti  Pet Shop Boys and Patti 
SmithSmith..

1 9 9 41 9 9 4
Releases ChromaReleases Chroma.. Evil Queen: The Last  Evil Queen: The Last 
Paintings exhibition at Whitworth Art Paintings exhibition at Whitworth Art 
GalleryGallery,, Manchester Manchester..

Jarman dies of AIDSJarman dies of AIDS--related related 
complications on 19 February after a complications on 19 February after a 
long illness long illness 

1 9 9 51 9 9 5
Publication of Derek JarmanPublication of Derek Jarman’’s Gardens Garden,,  
with photographs by Howard Sooleywith photographs by Howard Sooley..

1 9 9 01 9 9 0
The Albert Kennedy Trust opens in The Albert Kennedy Trust opens in 
Manchester to support young homeless Manchester to support young homeless 
LGBTQLGBTQ++ people.  people. 

1 9 9 21 9 9 2
Families and Friends of Lesbians and Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays is launched.Gays is launched.

1 9 9 41 9 9 4
Healthy Gay Manchester is formedHealthy Gay Manchester is formed;;  
BiPhoria is launched.BiPhoria is launched.

1 9 9 51 9 9 5
The UKThe UK’’s first conference on policing s first conference on policing 
LGBTQLGBTQ++ communities  communities ““Police and Police and 
Diversity: An Agenda for ChangeDiversity: An Agenda for Change”” is  is 
hosted by the Greater Manchester hosted by the Greater Manchester 
Lesbian and Gay Policing Initiative at Lesbian and Gay Policing Initiative at 
Manchester Town Hall.Manchester Town Hall.

1 9 9 61 9 9 6
The first Poptastic club night takes The first Poptastic club night takes 
place in Manchester.place in Manchester.

Manchester Prairie Dogs line dancing Manchester Prairie Dogs line dancing 
group danced outside the Rembrandt group danced outside the Rembrandt 
for the first time at the Mardi Grasfor the first time at the Mardi Gras

Journey to Avebury’, 1971, still from 
Super8 film, courtesy LUMA Foundation 
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1 9 9 61 9 9 6
Retrospective exhibition at the Retrospective exhibition at the 
BarbicanBarbican,, London London..

2 0 0 02 0 0 0
Publication of Derek JarmanPublication of Derek Jarman’’s Smiling s Smiling 
In Slow Motion: DiariesIn Slow Motion: Diaries,, 1991  1991 –– 94 94,,  
Vintage BooksVintage Books..  

2 0 0 8 2 0 0 8 
Derek Jarman: Brutal BeautyDerek Jarman: Brutal Beauty,, curated  curated 
by Isaac Julien at the Serpentine by Isaac Julien at the Serpentine 
GalleryGallery,, London  London 

Exhibition Lightbox: Derek JarmanExhibition Lightbox: Derek Jarman,,  
Tate BritainTate Britain,, London  London 

The Jarman Award is established to The Jarman Award is established to 
recognise and support artists working recognise and support artists working 
with moving imagewith moving image..

2 0 1 3 2 0 1 3 
Exhibition Black Paintings and Exhibition Black Paintings and 
Waiting for GodotWaiting for Godot,, Wilkinson  Wilkinson 
GalleryGallery,, London London

2 0 1 4 2 0 1 4 
Exhibition Pandemonium Derek Exhibition Pandemonium Derek 
JarmanJarman,, King King’’s Cultural Institutes Cultural Institute,,  
London London 

2 0 1 6 2 0 1 6 
Exhibition Pure Romance: Art and Exhibition Pure Romance: Art and 
the Romantic Sensibilitythe Romantic Sensibility,, The Redfern  The Redfern 
GalleryGallery,,LondonLondon

1 9 9 81 9 9 8
The Bolton 7 are convicted of gross The Bolton 7 are convicted of gross 
indecency.indecency.

ManchesterManchester’’s gay and inclusive rugby s gay and inclusive rugby 
union team Manchester Village union team Manchester Village 
Spartans is formed.Spartans is formed.

1 9 9 91 9 9 9
23 February23 February – – The first episode  The first episode 
of Queer as Folkof Queer as Folk,, a drama series  a drama series 
based on Manchesterbased on Manchester’’s gay scenes gay scene,, is  is 
broadcast on Channel 4.broadcast on Channel 4.

2 0 0 32 0 0 3
Manchester hosts Europride. It was Manchester hosts Europride. It was 
announced that the event would now announced that the event would now 
be known as be known as ““Manchester PrideManchester Pride””..

2 0 0 42 0 0 4
Gender recognition act introducedGender recognition act introduced

2 0 0 52 0 0 5
ManchesterManchester’’s gay and inclusive s gay and inclusive 
football team Village Manchester football team Village Manchester 
joins the GFSN National League.joins the GFSN National League.

2 0 1 02 0 1 0
Equality Act introduced.Equality Act introduced.

2 0 1 22 0 1 2
11--3 June 3 June –– Manchester hosts the  Manchester hosts the 
Bingham CupBingham Cup,, an international rugby  an international rugby 
union tournament featuring gay rugby union tournament featuring gay rugby 
union teams from across the world.union teams from across the world.

2 0 1 32 0 1 3
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 
passed.passed.
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2 0 1 7 2 0 1 7 
Exhibition The Last of EnglandExhibition The Last of England,,  
Wilkinson GalleryWilkinson Gallery,, London  London 

Derek Jarman: BlueDerek Jarman: Blue,, Tate Britain Tate Britain,,  
London London 

2 0 1 8 2 0 1 8 
Exhibition Blue and EdnExhibition Blue and Edn,, Whitechapel  Whitechapel 
GalleryGallery,, London  London 

Prospect Cottage was put up for sale Prospect Cottage was put up for sale 
after Keith Collinsafter Keith Collins’’ death death..

2 0 1 92 0 1 9
Launch of exhibition PROTEST!Launch of exhibition PROTEST!,,  
IMMAIMMA,, Dublin Dublin,, Ireland Ireland

English Heritage unveiled a Blue English Heritage unveiled a Blue 
Plaque commemorating Jarman at his Plaque commemorating Jarman at his 
former residence at Butlers Wharf former residence at Butlers Wharf 
BuildingBuilding,, 36 Shad Thames 36 Shad Thames,, London London..

2 0 2 02 0 2 0
Art Fund launched a campaign to raise Art Fund launched a campaign to raise 
money for Prospect Cottagemoney for Prospect Cottage..

Rainbow NoirRainbow Noir,, a social and peer  a social and peer 
support group for LGBTQsupport group for LGBTQ++ People of  People of 
Colour established.Colour established.

2 0 1 62 0 1 6
Carl AustinCarl Austin--Behan becomes Behan becomes 
ManchesterManchester’’s first openly gay Lord s first openly gay Lord 
Mayor.Mayor.

2 0 1 72 0 1 7
UK issues posthumous pardons for UK issues posthumous pardons for 
thousands of gay and bi men.thousands of gay and bi men.

2 0 1 92 0 1 9
Pride in Ageing is launched at LGBT Pride in Ageing is launched at LGBT 
Foundation.Foundation.

2 0 2 12 0 2 1
Derek Jarman Protest! opens at Derek Jarman Protest! opens at 
Manchester Art Gallery. Manchester Art Gallery. 

2 0 2 22 0 2 2
Internationally renowned performance Internationally renowned performance 
artist David Hoyle canonised artist David Hoyle canonised 
Saint David of the AvantSaint David of the Avant--GardeGarde,,  
at Manchester Art Gallery by the at Manchester Art Gallery by the 
Manchester chapter of the Sisters of Manchester chapter of the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence.Perpetual Indulgence.

The Derek Jarman Pocket Park opens The Derek Jarman Pocket Park opens 
at Manchester Art Gallery.at Manchester Art Gallery.

Saint David of the Avant-Garde and Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence.  Photography: Lee Baxter
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M a n c h e s t e r  a n d M a n c h e s t e r  a n d 
b e i n g  L G B T Qb e i n g  L G B T Q +  +  i n i n 

t h e  1 9 8 0 st h e  1 9 8 0 s

Nowadays we are largely Nowadays we are largely 
commonplacecommonplace,, as ordinary and  as ordinary and 
normal as anybody elsenormal as anybody else,, which isn which isn’’t t 
the same. When we had that thing of the same. When we had that thing of 
special places to go tospecial places to go to,, and nobody  and nobody 
else wanted to go to: the Monday else wanted to go to: the Monday 
Night Lesbian Line DiscoNight Lesbian Line Disco,, how  how 
aspirational was that? Belonging to aspirational was that? Belonging to 
a very close group that nobody else a very close group that nobody else 
wanted to go. The rest of the timewanted to go. The rest of the time,,  
you just kept your mouth shut…now you just kept your mouth shut…now 
is like losing that sense of belonging is like losing that sense of belonging 
to something really specialto something really special,, radical  radical 
and transgressive.and transgressive.-- Mindy Mindy

Thinking about what the 80s was Thinking about what the 80s was 
likelike,, being newly out and hearing  being newly out and hearing 
about those weird things happening about those weird things happening 
in New Yorkin New York,, this  this ““gay plaguegay plague”,”, all  all 
that stuffthat stuff,, we heard rumours coming  we heard rumours coming over the Atlanticover the Atlantic,, thinking about  thinking about 
the marginality of our lives. Doing the marginality of our lives. Doing 
the garden has really made me think the garden has really made me think about those times and the equivalency about those times and the equivalency between the harshness of the between the harshness of the 
environment of Dungeness and Mosley environment of Dungeness and Mosley Street.Street.-- Mindy Mindy

David: It was in the Manchester David: It was in the Manchester 
Evening News: men arrested accused Evening News: men arrested accused 
of gross indecencyof gross indecency,, then there was a  then there was a 
protest against the trial. Somebody protest against the trial. Somebody 
took a photograph of me under this took a photograph of me under this 
poster poster [[that denounced the arreststhat denounced the arrests]]. . 
I was quite embarrassed at the time I was quite embarrassed at the time 
thinking what if somebody sees me thinking what if somebody sees me 
and recognises me? I wasnand recognises me? I wasn’’t telling t telling 
everybody Ieverybody I’’m gaym gay,, other than my  other than my 
family and my friendsfamily and my friends’’

Mindy: Doing this got me thinking Mindy: Doing this got me thinking 
back to what the 80s were likeback to what the 80s were like;; it has  it has 
been illuminating. I was so angrybeen illuminating. I was so angry,,  
back in the 80s we wouldnback in the 80s we wouldn’’t be t be 
speaking with each other because you speaking with each other because you 
were gay and I was a lesbian.were gay and I was a lesbian.

David: There were men getting David: There were men getting 
arrested because they were arrested because they were 
kissing each other. If it was two kissing each other. If it was two 
heterosexuals having sex somewhere heterosexuals having sex somewhere 
they wouldnthey wouldn’’t be arrested.t be arrested.

Philip: But back in the 70s that was Philip: But back in the 70s that was 
the only option. Where do you meet the only option. Where do you meet 
men? In the toilets!men? In the toilets!

David: Some wouldnDavid: Some wouldn’’t have the nerve t have the nerve 
to go to a gay pub so cottages were to go to a gay pub so cottages were 
the only option. The police used to the only option. The police used to 
drag people out of the toilets and drag people out of the toilets and 
arrest them.arrest them.

1984, building work on our lovely lesbian house in Hull.- Mindy
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P h i l i pP h i l i p ’’ s  s t o r ys  s t o r y

I genuinely think that the 80I genuinely think that the 80’’s were s were 
probably the best of times. We probably the best of times. We 
were invincible and proud. Part of were invincible and proud. Part of 
Bristol and Bath Gay West social Bristol and Bath Gay West social 
group. Very fond memories to look group. Very fond memories to look 
back and remember. back and remember. -- Philip Philip

BrilliantBrilliant,, gorgeous gorgeous,, painted gay painted gay
VividVivid,, flaunting flaunting,, lurid loud lurid loud
ScreamingScreaming,, shrieking shrieking,, marching proud marching proudMellowMellow,, matching matching,, deep and sombre deep and sombrePastelPastel,,sobersober,,dead and dulldead and dull
ConstantConstant,,colourfulcolourful,,chromaticchromatic
Party colouredParty coloured,, and prismatic and prismatic
KaleidoscopicKaleidoscopic,, variegated variegated
Tattooed dyed illuminatedTattooed dyed illuminated
Daubed and scrambleDaubed and scramble,, dip and die dip and die
HighHigh--keyed colour liekeyed colour lie
--Extract from Derek JarmanExtract from Derek Jarman’’s Chroma: a Book s Chroma: a Book 
of colourof colour,, 1993 1993  

I think that itI think that it’’s imperative that these s imperative that these 
stories are told to a wider platform. stories are told to a wider platform. 
I hope that listeners could hear that I hope that listeners could hear that 
despite the atrocitiesdespite the atrocities,, one could lead  one could lead 
a fulfilling life. We did the best we a fulfilling life. We did the best we 
could in the world that was offered could in the world that was offered 
to us…When I was 8 or 9to us…When I was 8 or 9,, gay men  gay men 
hadnhadn’’t been invented. But I just knew. t been invented. But I just knew. 
When I was 7 I stood in a school When I was 7 I stood in a school 
playground and I knew damn well playground and I knew damn well 
where I was going. where I was going. –– Philip Philip

Not only does this reflect Not only does this reflect 
upon the myriad of coloursupon the myriad of colours,,  
within the glory of nature.within the glory of nature.

It very much describes our It very much describes our 
lifelife’’s journey as gay men. s journey as gay men. 
The ongoing political climate The ongoing political climate 
of the 60of the 60’’s 70s 70’’s and 80s and 80’’s. s. 
Fighting for equality. But Fighting for equality. But 
the flamboyantthe flamboyant,, hedonistic  hedonistic 
carefree lifestyle we craved. carefree lifestyle we craved. 
The hopes and aspirations of The hopes and aspirations of 
new beginnings.new beginnings.

My life changed Christmas My life changed Christmas 
2007 irrevocably2007 irrevocably,, when a brain  when a brain 
tumour was removed. As a tumour was removed. As a 
result I lost all sense of taste result I lost all sense of taste 
and smell.and smell.

No longer able to drift No longer able to drift 
through the fragrance of through the fragrance of 
nature. A lost memory gone nature. A lost memory gone 
forever. However it does forever. However it does 
pose an interesting thought. I pose an interesting thought. I 
wonder if he was using colour wonder if he was using colour 
as a metaphor for people as a metaphor for people --  
PhilipPhilip
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D a v i dD a v i d ’’ s  s t o r ys  s t o r y

“Me and my band Fusion in 1975”.

“My friend and I aged about 10”.

I guess I knew I was different from a I guess I knew I was different from a 
very early age.  I was more interested very early age.  I was more interested 
in things like cooking and knitting than in things like cooking and knitting than 
football or other mainstream manly football or other mainstream manly 
things.things.

When I was about 8 I met a boy from When I was about 8 I met a boy from 
around the corner from me who became around the corner from me who became 
a life long friend and there was also a life long friend and there was also 
my second cousin too and the three of my second cousin too and the three of 
us used to hang around together.us used to hang around together.

We all felt we were different and We all felt we were different and 
although we liked girls we were although we liked girls we were 
attracted sexually to the same sex. attracted sexually to the same sex. 
I think I was lucky really to be in this I think I was lucky really to be in this 
small group as we all were there to small group as we all were there to 
support one another through our support one another through our 
teenage years.teenage years.

Later when I was about 16 and Later when I was about 16 and 
working at the post office I met working at the post office I met 
a gay traffic warden and it was a gay traffic warden and it was 
he who actually introduced me he who actually introduced me 
to the gay scene. I left home not to the gay scene. I left home not 
long after my Mother passed long after my Mother passed 
away from cancer when I was away from cancer when I was 
17. My Dad married again and he 17. My Dad married again and he 
was of the Victorian mindset and was of the Victorian mindset and 
I donI don''t think he could accept me t think he could accept me 
being gay.being gay.-- David David

Cottaging: a gay slang Cottaging: a gay slang 
termterm,, originating from the  originating from the 
United KingdomUnited Kingdom,, referring  referring 
to sex between men in a to sex between men in a 
public lavatory or public lavatory or ‘‘cottagecottage’’. . 
This is because old English This is because old English 
toilets in public spaces like toilets in public spaces like 
parks resembled small parks resembled small 
cottages.cottages.

2020 daviddavid’’s storys story
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M i n d yM i n d y ’’ s  s t o r ys  s t o r y

When I came out in 1980s I knew my chance When I came out in 1980s I knew my chance 
of having children and my career would of having children and my career would 
be affectedbe affected,, and I loved my career and I  and I loved my career and I 
wanted to have children… And the promise wanted to have children… And the promise 
I made to myself is that II made to myself is that I’’d never walk d never walk 
round anybodyround anybody,, anybody anybody,, on the subject of  on the subject of 
my sexualitymy sexuality,, because I because I’’d already paid my d already paid my 
price…I was actually a bloody good teacher.price…I was actually a bloody good teacher.

Labrys: In the 1970sLabrys: In the 1970s,, the labrys was adopted by  the labrys was adopted by 
the lesbian community as a lesbian feminist symbol the lesbian community as a lesbian feminist symbol 
representing strength and selfrepresenting strength and self--sufficiency.sufficiency.

In 1983In 1983,, I was in hospital for cervical  I was in hospital for cervical 
cancer surgerycancer surgery,, and whilst I was on  and whilst I was on 
the ward another lesbian came in. the ward another lesbian came in. 
Three months after I left hospital she Three months after I left hospital she 
turned up at a party at my house and turned up at a party at my house and 
said that I had made things easier for said that I had made things easier for 
her because I outed myself and opened her because I outed myself and opened 

a window.a window.

Her life was easier because of me. She was Her life was easier because of me. She was 
just the second lesbian of the ward…If just the second lesbian of the ward…If 
you are in a position to do something that you are in a position to do something that 
allows other people to walk behind you allows other people to walk behind you 
then do it… my message for people coming then do it… my message for people coming 
out now? Enjoy.out now? Enjoy.

ItIt’’s easiers easier;; it it’’s not even a thing. Younger s not even a thing. Younger 
generations just dongenerations just don’’t get the divisiont get the division;;  
‘‘whatwhat’’s all this labelling about? On the s all this labelling about? On the 
other handother hand,, when it was all in the closet  when it was all in the closet 
you got that thing about joining a secret you got that thing about joining a secret 
clubclub,, with secret jewellery with secret jewellery,, like the labrys. like the labrys.

In the early 90s I discovered I In the early 90s I discovered I ‘‘d been d been 
ousted to the point I couldnousted to the point I couldn’’t get a t get a 
jobjob,, that that’’s why I moved to Manchester. s why I moved to Manchester. 
I moved to Manchester because I had I moved to Manchester because I had 
friends here and I knew that Manchester friends here and I knew that Manchester 
was a gaywas a gay--friendly city. friendly city. -- Mindy Mindy
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Things I have learnt about Derek Jarman Things I have learnt about Derek Jarman 
and his gardenand his garden

I can tell you that Derek Jarman loved I can tell you that Derek Jarman loved 
his garden. He never set out to start his garden. He never set out to start 
a garden. It was an accidental garden. a garden. It was an accidental garden. 
Sea kaleSea kale,, gorse gorse,, cistus cistus,, salvia salvia,, fennel and  fennel and 
poppies. He found the right place for each poppies. He found the right place for each 
plant so that it could thrive in the shingle plant so that it could thrive in the shingle 
that is Dungeness. He felt that he should that is Dungeness. He felt that he should 
have been a gardener all along.have been a gardener all along.

I can tell you how he seemed traditional I can tell you how he seemed traditional 
and yet his work was radicaland yet his work was radical,, how  how 
his garden was outwardhis garden was outward--looking yet looking yet 
contemplativecontemplative,, vast yet intimate vast yet intimate,, wild yet  wild yet 
precise. I can tell you that his garden has precise. I can tell you that his garden has 
no boundaries other than the horizonno boundaries other than the horizon,,  
and how the humming of Dungeness B and how the humming of Dungeness B 
mixes with the sea breeze.mixes with the sea breeze.

I can tell you how he raged with fury at I can tell you how he raged with fury at 
the way in which his generation of gay men the way in which his generation of gay men 
was treated.was treated.

H a z e lH a z e l ’’ s  s t o r ys  s t o r y How they died painful deaths and in How they died painful deaths and in 
many casesmany cases,, lonely lonely,, estranged from  estranged from 
their families. But alsotheir families. But also,, how they  how they 
belonged to their own chosen familiesbelonged to their own chosen families,,  
even if they didneven if they didn’’t all get on. I can tell t all get on. I can tell 
you that Derek Jarman didnyou that Derek Jarman didn’’t identify t identify 
with the Stonewall people or Cashman with the Stonewall people or Cashman 
or some of the other media gays. or some of the other media gays. 

I canI can’’t tell you what Derek Jarman felt t tell you what Derek Jarman felt 
about his tooabout his too--soon death or leaving soon death or leaving 
his friends or the places and people he his friends or the places and people he 
loved. Or leaving his garden. Iloved. Or leaving his garden. I’’m not m not 
even sure that he would like what weeven sure that he would like what we’’re re 
doing in Manchesterdoing in Manchester,, creating a garden  creating a garden 
all about him.all about him.

He never wanted a panel on the AIDS He never wanted a panel on the AIDS 
quiltquilt,, in fact he said he would  in fact he said he would ‘‘haunthaunt’’  
anyone who made one for him. So what anyone who made one for him. So what 
will he think of our gardenwill he think of our garden,, inspired by  inspired by 
him and his home at Prospect Cottagehim and his home at Prospect Cottage,,  
inspired by his refusal to be silenced by inspired by his refusal to be silenced by 
the status quothe status quo,, inspired by his insistence  inspired by his insistence 
that love is a human right for us all?that love is a human right for us all?

HazelHazel’’s thoughts on Jarmans thoughts on Jarman’’s liness lines
“I walk in this garden
holding the hands of dead friends.
Old age came quickly to my frosted generation,
cold, cold, cold, they died so silently.”

The outrage, sadness, bewilderment and loss
of young men dying too soon.

Leaving behind their dignity, bravery, fury 
and witness,

we have the privilege of loving who we want 
and growing old.

“Up hill, down dale we go to Prospect Cottage,
which grows like a tree – more beautiful as it ages.”

Here you can hide and heal;

or you can stand up, speak up,
defy the odds, protest and rage,

make things change. I am who I say I am.

“If a garden isn’t shaggy, forget it.
try this wildness in a corner. It will bring you great 
happiness.”

Find your wild corner and protect it like mad.
It’s all we’ve got.

“Lizards you are bent not straight.
Lizzy the lezzy
is quite the best…”

This garden speaks 
of difference and resilience, tradition and 

radical thinking, pleasure and beauty, formality
and playfulness.

Quotes in colour from the book called ‘Derek Jarman’s Garden’ (Thames & Hudson 1995)
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P a u lP a u l ’’ s  s t o r ys  s t o r y

In the summer of 2020In the summer of 2020,, during  during 
a brief break from Covid a brief break from Covid 
lockdownlockdown,, I visited the south  I visited the south 
coast for a week with a friend. coast for a week with a friend. 
One hot summerOne hot summer’’s day we cycled s day we cycled 
from Rye out to Dungenessfrom Rye out to Dungeness,,  
through the wide flat expanses through the wide flat expanses 
of Romney Marsh and the of Romney Marsh and the 
pretty village of Lydd before pretty village of Lydd before 
emerging out onto the surreal emerging out onto the surreal 
landscape of Dungeness.landscape of Dungeness.

I was completely mesmerised I was completely mesmerised 
by this by this ‘‘other worldlyother worldly’’ place place,, a  a 
vast landscape with no horizon vast landscape with no horizon 
and dominated by a nuclear and dominated by a nuclear 
power stationpower station,, not something  not something 
you could call beautiful but yet you could call beautiful but yet 
there was something magical there was something magical 
about the rawness and simplicity about the rawness and simplicity 
of the environment.of the environment.

We had gone to see Derek JarmanWe had gone to see Derek Jarman’’s s 
cottage and garden although at the cottage and garden although at the 
time I didntime I didn’’t know that much about t know that much about 
him. I instantly fell in love with the him. I instantly fell in love with the 
black tar cottageblack tar cottage,, it it’’s simple and s simple and 
geometric shape and yellow framed geometric shape and yellow framed 
windows surrounded by a garden windows surrounded by a garden 
containing architectural elements of containing architectural elements of 
the sea. As an enthusiastic amateur the sea. As an enthusiastic amateur 
gardenergardener,, I marvelled at how anyone  I marvelled at how anyone 
could grow plants in this inhospitable could grow plants in this inhospitable 
landscape and thatlandscape and that’’s when I began to s when I began to 
read and discover about Jarman the read and discover about Jarman the 
gardener and diarist. gardener and diarist. 

Through my involvement in this Through my involvement in this 
projectproject,, I I’’ve started to learn so much ve started to learn so much 
more about Derek Jarmanmore about Derek Jarman;; Jarman  Jarman 
the gardenerthe gardener,, writer writer,, artist artist,, poet poet,,  
film makerfilm maker,, as well as his activism for  as well as his activism for 
LGBT rights and his very personal but LGBT rights and his very personal but 
public battle with HIV and AIDS. public battle with HIV and AIDS. 

We are a small group of volunteersWe are a small group of volunteers,,  
amateur but enthusiastic gardenersamateur but enthusiastic gardeners,,  
all with our own connection to all with our own connection to 
Jarman and itJarman and it’’s been fascinating and s been fascinating and 
a privilege to hear their stories. The a privilege to hear their stories. The 
landscape of Manchester city centre is landscape of Manchester city centre is 
as inhospitable as Dungeness! as inhospitable as Dungeness! -- Paul PaulDerek Jarman, Dungeness. (St Derek and the Laying on 

Hands) 1991 - Courtesy and © Ed Sykes

Blue, 1993, (still) Photo Liam Daniel, courtesy Basilisk Communications 
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The collective is keen to talk about The collective is keen to talk about 
how things have changed for LGBTQhow things have changed for LGBTQ++  
communitycommunity,, and use of terminology and use of terminology,, like  like 
‘‘queerqueer’’::

““Younger people say that gay people Younger people say that gay people 
have reclaimed the word.have reclaimed the word.””

““Who are these people?Who are these people?””

““To me queer was like very offensive at To me queer was like very offensive at 
school. It has taken me a lot to get used school. It has taken me a lot to get used 

to it.to it.””

““ItIt’’s so commons so common--place nowplace now;;  
everything is queer.everything is queer.””

““I canI can’’t understand why it has become so t understand why it has become so 
popularised.popularised.””

““I think it is because it allows people I think it is because it allows people 
who are heterosexual who can actually who are heterosexual who can actually 
be included as queer. Itbe included as queer. It’’s become a very s become a very 
inclusive terminclusive term;; you don you don’’t have to be a t have to be a 
practicing homosexual to label yourself practicing homosexual to label yourself 
queer.queer.””

““I thought it had been reclaimed in the I thought it had been reclaimed in the 
80s and that was it80s and that was it,, done done,, like dyke. My  like dyke. My 
wife doesnwife doesn’’t like the word dyke.t like the word dyke.””

““DykeDyke,, I think that I think that’’s offensive as well. s offensive as well. 
If you said to a lesbian If you said to a lesbian ‘‘youyou’’re a dykere a dyke’,’,  

that would be like insulting her.that would be like insulting her.””

““Titling the showTitling the show,, however however,, was a group  was a group 
decision. Originally titled decision. Originally titled ‘‘ShipwreckedShipwrecked’’  
--an oblique diary reference from Derek an oblique diary reference from Derek 
describing describing ‘‘a cesspit at the heart of a cesspit at the heart of 
ManchesterManchester’ ’  the title was soon after  the title was soon after 
declared as declared as ‘‘QUEERQUEER’’..

AudaciousAudacious,, blatant blatant,, intentionally  intentionally 
provocativeprovocative,, we had many serious  we had many serious 
conversationsconversations,, which were nevertheless  which were nevertheless 
laced with humour due to their laced with humour due to their 
absurdityabsurdity,, as to whether DEREK  as to whether DEREK 
JARMAN QUEER or QUEER DEREK JARMAN QUEER or QUEER DEREK 
JARMAN was the most appropriate JARMAN was the most appropriate 
word order for the publicity banners. word order for the publicity banners. 

But the title was not without But the title was not without 
contention. I was invited to the office contention. I was invited to the office 
of a prominent councillor whoof a prominent councillor who,, whilst  whilst 
stating categorically his support for stating categorically his support for 
the showthe show,, drew my attention to the  drew my attention to the 
fact that the opening date was the week fact that the opening date was the week 
following the local electionsfollowing the local elections,, which  which 
were scheduled for the seventh of were scheduled for the seventh of 
May.May.

I was advised not to use the title I was advised not to use the title 
‘‘QUEERQUEER’’ before the election date. before the election date.””

- - Extract from Queering the Extract from Queering the 
City: Manchester 1992City: Manchester 1992,, by Jeffrey  by Jeffrey 
Horsley Horsley ,, the curator of the 1992  the curator of the 1992 
Derek JarmanDerek Jarman’’s exhibition at the s exhibition at the 
Manchester Art GalleryManchester Art Gallery  ..

D o  w o r d s  m a t t e r ?  D o  w o r d s  m a t t e r ?  ‘‘ Q u e e r Q u e e r 
e l d e r se l d e r s ’ ,’ ,  L G B T L G B T QQ ++  i d e n t i t y i d e n t i t y ,,  a n d  a n d 
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n si n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s

2424 do words matter?do words matter?
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It was good that he chose a term It was good that he chose a term 
that was inclusive. Back in the daythat was inclusive. Back in the day,,  
gay men were really separate from gay men were really separate from 
lesbians.lesbians.-- Mindy Mindy

Back in the day I wouldnBack in the day I wouldn’’t have t have 
anyone call me girlanyone call me girl,, or lady. A  or lady. A 
woman is good enough! Lesbians woman is good enough! Lesbians 
were so angry about everything. were so angry about everything. 
Feminism and LGBT rightsFeminism and LGBT rights,, it  it 
was a double whammy. Lesbians was a double whammy. Lesbians 
were despised by everybody in were despised by everybody in 
the same way that being camp the same way that being camp 
for men was despisedfor men was despised,, it was like  it was like 
lowering yourselflowering yourself,, it was all very  it was all very 
patriarchal. All this has moved onpatriarchal. All this has moved on,,  
but I say to the young onesbut I say to the young ones,, if you  if you 
really feel youreally feel you’’ve got the right ve got the right 
wordword,, the right political analysis the right political analysis,,  
enjoy yourself because it wonenjoy yourself because it won’’t t 
last. last. –– Mindy Mindy

I was mortified when a radio I was mortified when a radio 
host announced me as a Queer host announced me as a Queer 
Elder. I have always found this Elder. I have always found this 
terminology derogatory. Having terminology derogatory. Having 
grown up in  the 50s 60s where grown up in  the 50s 60s where 
it was a very regular occurrence it was a very regular occurrence 
being called queer. I was never being called queer. I was never 
queer. I was an individual queer. I was an individual 
discovering who and what I discovering who and what I 
was. What I find incomprehensible was. What I find incomprehensible 
is that it seems on trend to use is that it seems on trend to use 
this as recognition as being gay this as recognition as being gay 
LGBT… I just wonder how many LGBT… I just wonder how many 
other elders are affected by the other elders are affected by the 
terminology.terminology.

As I said it just seems to be As I said it just seems to be 
bandied around now as a normal bandied around now as a normal 
part of our vocabulary.  It part of our vocabulary.  It 
almost feels like wealmost feels like we''re the lost re the lost 
generation and not taken into generation and not taken into 
consideration when these decisions consideration when these decisions 
are made. are made. –– Philip Philip

Exterior Manchester Art Gallery, 1993 
‘Queer’ banner. Courtesy of Howard Sooley

SoSo,, words do matter… below words do matter… below,, some  some 
examples of a helpful LGBTQexamples of a helpful LGBTQ++ glossary  glossary 
produced by the National Museums produced by the National Museums 
LiverpoolLiverpool

Coming outComing out
Short for Short for ‘‘coming out of the closetcoming out of the closet’,’,  
the phrase is used to describe a person the phrase is used to describe a person 
telling others they are gaytelling others they are gay,, lesbian lesbian,,  
bisexualbisexual,, trans or queer.  trans or queer. 

IntersectionalityIntersectionality
Acknowledges that a personAcknowledges that a person’’s identity s identity 
is informed by their genderis informed by their gender,, sexuality sexuality,,  
racerace,, class and ability class and ability,, amongst other  amongst other 
thingsthings,, and that their experiences  and that their experiences 
of oppression will be influenced of oppression will be influenced 
accordingly.accordingly.

GenderGender
Gender refers to the socially Gender refers to the socially 
constructed characteristics of women constructed characteristics of women 
and men. It varies from society to and men. It varies from society to 
society and can be changed.society and can be changed.

do words matter?do words matter? 2525
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I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n sI n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s

When I was little there were two kinds When I was little there were two kinds 
of peopleof people,, boys and girls and you didn boys and girls and you didn’’t t 
swap teamsswap teams,, there were straight men and  there were straight men and 
there were straight women and that was there were straight women and that was 
it that was the world I grew up in and it that was the world I grew up in and 
eventually I began to realise that that eventually I began to realise that that 
wasnwasn’’t the whole truth of it. So wet the whole truth of it. So we’’ve ve 
moved on.moved on.

My current thinking isMy current thinking is,, binary is great  binary is great 
for computersfor computers,, zeros and one zeros and one,, great  great 
for computers it doesnfor computers it doesn’’t  express the t  express the 
complexity of human people and the way complexity of human people and the way 
I see it is … I believe in evolution and I I see it is … I believe in evolution and I 
think the fact that LGBT folk are still think the fact that LGBT folk are still 
in existence shows that we are necessary in existence shows that we are necessary 
to the evolution of our species because to the evolution of our species because 
if we werenif we weren’’t we would have been bred t we would have been bred 
out of existence long since because its out of existence long since because its 
only recently that we have been having only recently that we have been having 
children.children.

Philip and I laugh about the fact that Philip and I laugh about the fact that 
back in the dayback in the day,, we would not have spoken  we would not have spoken 
to each otherto each other,, in the 80 in the 80’’s lesbians and s lesbians and 
gay men didngay men didn’’t get on. But nowt get on. But now,, we as a  we as a 
group are cooperating and collaborating. group are cooperating and collaborating. 

My message to younger LGBTQMy message to younger LGBTQ++ is  is 
a] grab every opportunity a] grab every opportunity –– the good  the good 
ones donones don’’t come twice. bt come twice. b]] sort your  sort your 
pension and housing security as far pension and housing security as far 
as you possibly can as you possibly can –– the years will  the years will 
fly by and then you will wish you had fly by and then you will wish you had 
more of a buffer zone. cmore of a buffer zone. c]] Look after  Look after 
your friendship networks you may need your friendship networks you may need 
them in the future.  dthem in the future.  d]] Never forget  Never forget 
that you have a right to be you and that you have a right to be you and 
a right to the same resources and a right to the same resources and 
opportunities as anyone else opportunities as anyone else –– it it’’s an s an 
equality issue.equality issue.

A visitor to the pocket park also A visitor to the pocket park also 
talked about the importance of talked about the importance of 
intergenerational conversations:intergenerational conversations:

I saw the Protest! exhibition a couple I saw the Protest! exhibition a couple 
of timesof times,, and it gives people food  and it gives people food 
for thought. He has laid down for thought. He has laid down 
foundations for the future of LGBT foundations for the future of LGBT 
and this garden is also representing and this garden is also representing 
LGBT. Although weLGBT. Although we’’ve come a long way ve come a long way 
we still have a long way to go we still have a long way to go –– and  and 
Derek Jarman gives us the push for Derek Jarman gives us the push for 
that. If therethat. If there’’s still people who are s still people who are 
antianti--gaygay,, which there will always be which there will always be,, we  we 
can try and make people more aware. can try and make people more aware. 
LGBT history like the AIDS pandemic LGBT history like the AIDS pandemic 
for example for example –– children need to learn  children need to learn 
about this history at school.about this history at school.

The space can be used to educate and The space can be used to educate and 
informinform,, and encourage those who don and encourage those who don’’t t 
know about Jarman and his campaigns know about Jarman and his campaigns 
and the fight for equality. Itand the fight for equality. It’’s a space s a space 
to bring people together to tell this to bring people together to tell this 
story. It can be fully intergenerational.story. It can be fully intergenerational.
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While sitting in the park a conversation While sitting in the park a conversation 
started on The Last of Englandstarted on The Last of England,, A Derek  A Derek 
Jarman film that came out in 1988Jarman film that came out in 1988,, and  and 
other films:other films:

Lewis: I like the way the film flits between Lewis: I like the way the film flits between 
childhood and adulthoodchildhood and adulthood,, it it’’s the same s the same 
person trying to cling onto the innocence person trying to cling onto the innocence 
of being a child and not having that fear of being a child and not having that fear 
of judgement. Itof judgement. It’’s interesting that with s interesting that with 
it being from 1988 this film has links to it being from 1988 this film has links to 
Thatcher Era Britain and Section 28.Thatcher Era Britain and Section 28.

Philip: Did you know that year Philip: Did you know that year 
Manchester had the largest protest Manchester had the largest protest 
marchmarch,, the Clause 28 one the Clause 28 one,, in the whole  in the whole 
of Europe at that time of Europe at that time –– over 25 over 25,,000 000 
people turned up?people turned up?

Lewis: Which other famous directors or Lewis: Which other famous directors or 
hobbyists who make film come to your hobbyists who make film come to your 
mind?mind?

Mindy: Siobhan Fahey and Harri Mindy: Siobhan Fahey and Harri 
Shanahan who made the documentary Shanahan who made the documentary 
‘‘Rebel DykesRebel Dykes’’  –– check them out! check them out!

Philip: Works by Joe Orton Philip: Works by Joe Orton 
which were adapted for screen which were adapted for screen 
––  ‘‘Entertaining Mr SloaneEntertaining Mr Sloane’’ for  for 
example and example and ‘‘Prick Up Your EarsPrick Up Your Ears’’  
about his life. He was so great at about his life. He was so great at 
portraying portraying ‘‘gaynessgayness’’ and life of  and life of 
the gay community at that time in the gay community at that time in 
starkstark,, dark reality  dark reality –– whilst being  whilst being 
hilarious and relatablehilarious and relatable,, but having  but having 
serious side. And these films are serious side. And these films are 
a whole chunk of our gay history a whole chunk of our gay history 
which no one is talking about. What which no one is talking about. What 
comes to mind for you Lewis?comes to mind for you Lewis?

Lewis: Lewis: ‘‘New queer cinemaNew queer cinema’’ is a subculture  is a subculture 
of undergroundof underground,, experimental films  experimental films --  
and wasnand wasn’’t coined until the early 90s. t coined until the early 90s. 
Many of these filmmakers seemed Many of these filmmakers seemed 
heavily influenced by the work of heavily influenced by the work of 
Jarman. Gregg Araki is the first person Jarman. Gregg Araki is the first person 
that comes to mind when I think of New that comes to mind when I think of New 
Queer Cinema. There was a nihilisticQueer Cinema. There was a nihilistic,,  
punkpunk//grunge attitude underlying all of grunge attitude underlying all of 
his films (especially in the 90s)his films (especially in the 90s),, with  with 
political oppression felt by rebellious political oppression felt by rebellious 
groups of LGBT teens being a key groups of LGBT teens being a key 
theme linking the films. I think this was theme linking the films. I think this was 
spurred on by the fallout from the spurred on by the fallout from the 
HIVHIV//AIDS crisis AIDS crisis -- igniting unrest within  igniting unrest within 
the community. the community. 

ArakiAraki’’s smalls small--teamteam,, low low--budget movies budget movies 
were essentially a middlewere essentially a middle--finger to finger to 
mainstream culturemainstream culture,, and definitely  and definitely 
offered a sense of belonging and offered a sense of belonging and 
understanding for many late teensunderstanding for many late teens//
early twenties queer people out there early twenties queer people out there 
at that timeat that time,, and even now! This  and even now! This 
underground collective of films has underground collective of films has 
come fullcome full--circle and is being appreciated circle and is being appreciated 
and understood by queer people in and understood by queer people in 
20232023,, just as they were in late 90s  just as they were in late 90s -- I  I 
believe thatbelieve that’’s the definition of timeless.s the definition of timeless.
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I came to the exhibition of Derek JarmanI came to the exhibition of Derek Jarman’’s s 
work 20 years ago here. And met him at work 20 years ago here. And met him at 
that time as he was here in Manchester. that time as he was here in Manchester. 
The exhibition was called The exhibition was called ‘‘QueerQueer’’ and it  and it 
was really controversial at the time to use was really controversial at the time to use 
that word and have it displayed outside.that word and have it displayed outside.

ItIt’’s still controversial now for the older s still controversial now for the older 
generation generation –– not everybody but for some.  not everybody but for some. 
The current Protest! exhibition which has The current Protest! exhibition which has 
been here recently is more acceptable but been here recently is more acceptable but 
Derek JarmanDerek Jarman’’s life was all about protest s life was all about protest 
as far as I can understand and thereas far as I can understand and there’’s s 
still things to do still things to do –– countries around the  countries around the 
world where people can be killed just for world where people can be killed just for 
being gay. Itbeing gay. It’’s really important that we s really important that we 
have these protestshave these protests,, these exhibitions and  these exhibitions and 
this garden will help to show us more what this garden will help to show us more what 
Jarman did.Jarman did.

I saw the Protest! exhibition a couple I saw the Protest! exhibition a couple 
of timesof times,, and it gives people food for  and it gives people food for 
thought.thought.

He has laid down foundations for the He has laid down foundations for the 
future of LGBT and this garden is also future of LGBT and this garden is also 
representing LGBT. Although werepresenting LGBT. Although we’’ve come ve come 
a long way we still have a long way to a long way we still have a long way to 
go go –– and Derek Jarman gives us the  and Derek Jarman gives us the 
push for that. If therepush for that. If there’’s still people who s still people who 
are antiare anti--gaygay,, which there will always be which there will always be,,  
we can try and make people more aware. we can try and make people more aware. 
LGBT history like the AIDS pandemic LGBT history like the AIDS pandemic 
for example for example –– children need to learn  children need to learn 
about this history at school.about this history at school.

The space can be used to educate and The space can be used to educate and 
informinform,, and encourage those who don and encourage those who don’’t t 
know about Jarman and his campaigns know about Jarman and his campaigns 
and the fight for equality. Itand the fight for equality. It’’s a space s a space 
to bring people together to tell this to bring people together to tell this 
story. It can be fully intergenerational.story. It can be fully intergenerational.

We hope the pocket park become another We hope the pocket park become another 
gay place in Manchester for people of gay place in Manchester for people of 
all generations. (Pride in Ageing)all generations. (Pride in Ageing)

D i f f e r e n t  v o i c e s  f r o m  v i s i t o r s D i f f e r e n t  v o i c e s  f r o m  v i s i t o r s 
t o  t h e  p a r k  h e l p  u s  p u t  t h i s t o  t h e  p a r k  h e l p  u s  p u t  t h i s 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e :c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e :
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Before rolling up our sleeves and Before rolling up our sleeves and 
getting stuck into creating our own getting stuck into creating our own 
little green oasislittle green oasis,, the Derek Jarman  the Derek Jarman 
Pocket Garden at Manchester Art Pocket Garden at Manchester Art 
GalleryGallery,, we took the opportunity to  we took the opportunity to 
visit some green spaces in and around visit some green spaces in and around 
Manchester. Our visits included places Manchester. Our visits included places 
reflecting the LGBTQreflecting the LGBTQ++ community community’’s s 
struggle for recognition and rights struggle for recognition and rights 
as well as places offering a much as well as places offering a much 
needed breathing space within our city needed breathing space within our city 
along with hope for the future of our along with hope for the future of our 
environment.  environment.  

Our first visit at the end of May 2021 Our first visit at the end of May 2021 
was quite momentous as we were able to was quite momentous as we were able to 
meet each other in person for the first meet each other in person for the first 
time after months of Zoom meetings. time after months of Zoom meetings. 

We met at Sackville GardensWe met at Sackville Gardens,, which  which 
seemed the best place to start as one seemed the best place to start as one 
of the most wellof the most well--known green spaces known green spaces 
in the city linked to the LGBTQin the city linked to the LGBTQ++  
community.community.

Peripatetic encounters with urban naturePeripatetic encounters with urban nature

3030 peripatetic encounters with urban natureperipatetic encounters with urban nature
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Apart from enjoying the peaceful Apart from enjoying the peaceful 
green spacegreen space,, we took our time to  we took our time to 
admire the very first statue and admire the very first statue and 
memorial for Alan Turing and to memorial for Alan Turing and to 
reflect on the National Transgender reflect on the National Transgender 
Remembrance MemorialRemembrance Memorial,, and the  and the 
Beacon of Hope Memorial.  We also Beacon of Hope Memorial.  We also 
visited the communal garden at the visited the communal garden at the 
Grade II listed building Victoria Grade II listed building Victoria 
Square in AncoatsSquare in Ancoats,, which was the first  which was the first 
municipal housing built in Manchester municipal housing built in Manchester 
in 1894 and now houses around 170 in 1894 and now houses around 170 
older people.  Peterolder people.  Peter,, who is a resident  who is a resident 
at Victoria Squareat Victoria Square,, showed us round  showed us round 
and told us the story of the late and told us the story of the late 
Dame GracyDame Gracy,, their gardener for  their gardener for 
several years.  several years.  From June to September 2021From June to September 2021,, we visited  we visited 

a range of parksa range of parks,, gardens gardens,, and urban  and urban 
green spaces including the newly opened green spaces including the newly opened 
RHS Bridgewater. During a sunny stroll RHS Bridgewater. During a sunny stroll 
around Peel Park(a favourite subject of around Peel Park(a favourite subject of 
Salford artist L.S. Lowry)Salford artist L.S. Lowry),, Rosie Naylor  Rosie Naylor 
from RHS Bridgewater and Miranda from RHS Bridgewater and Miranda 
Clarke from City of Trees showed us the Clarke from City of Trees showed us the 
fantastic work the IGNITION Living Lab fantastic work the IGNITION Living Lab 
is undertaking at Salford University.is undertaking at Salford University.

Climbing Engel’s head at Salford Art Gallery

peripatetic encounters with urban natureperipatetic encounters with urban nature 3131
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T h e  V i s i o n e rT h e  V i s i o n e r ’’ s  V i s i o ns  V i s i o n

Lawrie is called the visioner Lawrie is called the visioner 
for a few reasonsfor a few reasons,, not least  not least 
for his ability to create sights for his ability to create sights 
out of wordsout of words,, as seen in his  as seen in his 
description of one of our description of one of our 
peripatetic encounters.peripatetic encounters.

He took the collective He took the collective 
around secret green spaces in around secret green spaces in 
Manchester giving us all food Manchester giving us all food 
for thought and insights into for thought and insights into 
nature for inspiration.nature for inspiration.

To have had the opportunity to To have had the opportunity to 
work on a new Pocket Park for work on a new Pocket Park for 
the people of Manchester has been the people of Manchester has been 
such an incredible experiencesuch an incredible experience,, but  but 
the fact that this garden has been the fact that this garden has been 
designed and planted by a group of designed and planted by a group of 
volunteer gardeners from our over volunteer gardeners from our over 
50s LGBTQ50s LGBTQ++ communities in Greater  communities in Greater 
Manchester makes it a really special Manchester makes it a really special 
achievement.achievement.

The gardeners are of a similar The gardeners are of a similar 
generation to Derek Jarmangeneration to Derek Jarman,, and  and 
there has been much reflection on there has been much reflection on 
the importance of his work in raising the importance of his work in raising 
the visibility of issues facing LGBT the visibility of issues facing LGBT 
communitiescommunities,, as well as his powerful  as well as his powerful 
expression of identity through his expression of identity through his 
work. Unfortunately this generation work. Unfortunately this generation 
of LGBT people are now facing a of LGBT people are now facing a 
lack of visibility both within LGBT lack of visibility both within LGBT 
communities and wider societycommunities and wider society,, and  and 
many are facing greater levels of many are facing greater levels of 

isolation due to being less likely to isolation due to being less likely to 
have children and a lack of connection have children and a lack of connection 
to family (who may have ostracised to family (who may have ostracised 
them due to their LGBT identity) along them due to their LGBT identity) along 
with discrimination in housing and care with discrimination in housing and care 
spaces. We really wanted this garden spaces. We really wanted this garden 
to be a recognition of their lives and to be a recognition of their lives and 
contribution to societycontribution to society,, running in  running in 
parallel with the celebration of Derek parallel with the celebration of Derek 
JarmanJarman’’s life and works in the main s life and works in the main 
exhibition spaces.exhibition spaces.

LGBT Foundation exists to continue LGBT Foundation exists to continue 
the work towards an equal and fair the work towards an equal and fair 
society for all LGBTQsociety for all LGBTQ++ people people,, which  which 
activists such as Jarman and his peers activists such as Jarman and his peers 
brought to wider public consciousness in brought to wider public consciousness in 
the 80s and 90s. We are delighted to the 80s and 90s. We are delighted to 
be celebrating his legacybe celebrating his legacy,, historic links  historic links 
to Manchester and the launch of the to Manchester and the launch of the 
Protest! exhibition at Manchester Art Protest! exhibition at Manchester Art 
Gallery through this project.Gallery through this project.-- Lawrie Lawrie

3232 the visionerthe visioner’’s visions vision



3333

““The exhibition Derek Jarman Protest! The exhibition Derek Jarman Protest! 
came about through a contact with the came about through a contact with the 
writer and broadcaster Jon Savagewriter and broadcaster Jon Savage,,  
who knew Jarman.  We contacted the who knew Jarman.  We contacted the 
gallerist Amanda Wilkinsongallerist Amanda Wilkinson,, who is part  who is part 
of the Keith Collins Will Trust (who of the Keith Collins Will Trust (who 
oversee Jarmanoversee Jarman’’s estate and the existing s estate and the existing 
works that are not in public or private works that are not in public or private 
collections).collections).

Amanda had already begun discussions Amanda had already begun discussions 
with IMMA in Dublin about a Jarman with IMMA in Dublin about a Jarman 
retrospectiveretrospective,, and Sean Kissane there  and Sean Kissane there 
had already done quite a lot of had already done quite a lot of 
research. Luckilyresearch. Luckily,, IMMA were open to  IMMA were open to 
working in partnershipworking in partnership,, so Protest!  so Protest! 
was born. With Jonwas born. With Jon’’s involvements involvement,, we  we 
included more of a focus on Jarmanincluded more of a focus on Jarman’’s s 
connection with activismconnection with activism,, punk and  punk and 
popular culture here in Manchesterpopular culture here in Manchester,, there  there 
was also a strong focus on the garden was also a strong focus on the garden 
at Dungeness.at Dungeness.

When we were planning the exhibition we When we were planning the exhibition we 
wanted to think about what Jarmanwanted to think about what Jarman’’s s 
work meant to people todaywork meant to people today,, and what  and what 
he might be doing if he was here with he might be doing if he was here with 
us. Lawrie and I had discussions about us. Lawrie and I had discussions about 
the Pride in Ageing groupthe Pride in Ageing group,, how we could  how we could 
connect and what would matter to them. connect and what would matter to them. 

Jarman had a groundJarman had a ground--breaking breaking 
exhibition at MAG in 1992 called Queer exhibition at MAG in 1992 called Queer 
and we own the titular painting.  He was and we own the titular painting.  He was 
impressed by the city and our history of impressed by the city and our history of 
protest and challenging authority. Many protest and challenging authority. Many 
of the things that Jarman protested or of the things that Jarman protested or 
campaigned for resonated with and were campaigned for resonated with and were 
relevant to the Pride in Ageing group. relevant to the Pride in Ageing group. 

We met the advisory group to discuss We met the advisory group to discuss 
whether they wanted to work with us whether they wanted to work with us 
and what would be important to them. and what would be important to them. 
One idea was to create a garden space One idea was to create a garden space 
inspired by Jarmaninspired by Jarman’’s passion for his s passion for his 
garden at Dungeness. garden at Dungeness. 

Many members of the group seized upon Many members of the group seized upon 
that idea. A big part of that decision that idea. A big part of that decision 
was the importance of raising visibility was the importance of raising visibility 
of LGBTof LGBT++ older people.  We also talked  older people.  We also talked 
about what Jarman would have been about what Jarman would have been 
concerned about today and we imagined concerned about today and we imagined 
that he would have fought for climate that he would have fought for climate 
justice.   justice.   

Having the opportunity to reconnect with Having the opportunity to reconnect with 
the LGBTthe LGBT++ community in Manchester to  community in Manchester to 
create the Derek Jarman Pocket Park create the Derek Jarman Pocket Park 
gave us the opportunity to highlight gave us the opportunity to highlight 
JarmanJarman’’s passion for gardening s passion for gardening 
(something that was difficult to (something that was difficult to 
communicate in the exhibition itself) and communicate in the exhibition itself) and 
create a lasting tribute to him here in the create a lasting tribute to him here in the 
city where he held his final exhibitions.city where he held his final exhibitions.

The projects have now led to the The projects have now led to the 
acquisition of two additional artworks acquisition of two additional artworks 
by Jarman for the cityby Jarman for the city’’s collections collection,, which  which 
will help us reflect further on LGBTwill help us reflect further on LGBT++  
history and tell new stories.  The garden history and tell new stories.  The garden 
has been an important place for bringing has been an important place for bringing 
people together (volunteers and the people together (volunteers and the 
wider community)wider community),, developing our  developing our 
knowledge about Jarmanknowledge about Jarman,, activism and  activism and 
climate change.  We look forward to climate change.  We look forward to 
building more friendshipsbuilding more friendships,, partnerships  partnerships 
and positive impacts as the garden and positive impacts as the garden 
grows.grows.””

T h e  C u r a t o rT h e  C u r a t o r ’’ s  V i s i o ns  V i s i o n
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T h e  A r t i s tT h e  A r t i s t ’’ s s 
V i s i o nV i s i o n
I really appreciated taking part in the I really appreciated taking part in the 
project as a facilitating artistproject as a facilitating artist,, to  to 
support the group to cosupport the group to co--produce the produce the 
garden: degarden: de--centering from my own centering from my own 
creative decisionscreative decisions,, bringing my online bringing my online//
offline group facilitation skills with offline group facilitation skills with 
an ecological focus to support the an ecological focus to support the 
group in making decisions.group in making decisions.

We started the project in June We started the project in June 
2020 and worked online throughout 2020 and worked online throughout 
SummerSummer,, Autumn and Winter. A lot  Autumn and Winter. A lot 
of that time was spent in lockdown of that time was spent in lockdown 
and most of us didnand most of us didn’’t know each t know each 
other before the projectother before the project,, so we took  so we took 
extra care to create ways to checkextra care to create ways to check--in in 
--and checkand check--outout   which each other which each other,, get  get 
to know each other as people and to know each other as people and 
our relation to Jarmanour relation to Jarman,, so we could  so we could 
build a common ground despite being build a common ground despite being 
physically isolated from each other.physically isolated from each other.

One of the main things IOne of the main things I’’m taking away m taking away 
is the need for more intergenerational is the need for more intergenerational 
LGBT exchanges. It was an immense LGBT exchanges. It was an immense 
privilege to hold space for LGBT privilege to hold space for LGBT 
people of older generations who were people of older generations who were 
fighting for freedom when I wasnfighting for freedom when I wasn’’t t 
born or very youngborn or very young,, and who had very  and who had very 
different life experiences from mine. different life experiences from mine. 

One particular aspect is the One particular aspect is the 
conversations around language: I conversations around language: I 
identify with the word identify with the word ‘‘queerqueer’’ in its  in its 
versatility as a verbversatility as a verb//adjective and adjective and 
its commitment to questioningits commitment to questioning;; this  this 
word also has painful connotations word also has painful connotations 

for older people who remember it being for older people who remember it being 
used as a slur against themused as a slur against them,, something  something 
I was unaware of when I moved to the I was unaware of when I moved to the 
UK. This is something I have taken UK. This is something I have taken 
forward in event descriptionsforward in event descriptions,, using  using 
both both ‘‘LGBTQLGBTQ+’+’ and  and ‘‘queerqueer’’ when thinking  when thinking 
about making the spaces more accessible about making the spaces more accessible 
to several generationsto several generations,, not just mine  not just mine --  
Juliet.Juliet.

 Mindy’s collage

Philip’s vision 
of the garden
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T h e  h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s tT h e  h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t ’’ s  v i s i o ns  v i s i o n

I met Lawrie in 2019I met Lawrie in 2019,, when we started  when we started 
to talk about some ideasto talk about some ideas,, then when  then when 
I joined the project later it was a I joined the project later it was a 
really exciting way of continuing on really exciting way of continuing on 
that discussionthat discussion,, going on journeys with  going on journeys with 
people. We all met online firstpeople. We all met online first,, but to  but to 
meet everyone in real life made me see meet everyone in real life made me see 
how it all fits together. The gardening how it all fits together. The gardening 
sessions have been fascinating because sessions have been fascinating because 
people have different takes on the people have different takes on the 
project. Because we all love plantsproject. Because we all love plants,,  
but some support the environmental but some support the environmental 
movementmovement,, others have artistic and  others have artistic and 
creative directionscreative directions;; everyone bringing  everyone bringing 
different perspectives. The fact that a different perspectives. The fact that a 
gardengarden,, a public social space a public social space,, can be all  can be all 
those thingsthose things,, it it’’s very exciting. s very exciting. 

II’’m gay and I havenm gay and I haven’’t always had much t always had much 
opportunity to spend time with other opportunity to spend time with other 
LGBT generationsLGBT generations;; it it’’s been important s been important 
to me to learn about theirto me to learn about their,, and our  and our 
communitycommunity’’ss,, past experiences. I knew  past experiences. I knew 
Derek Jarman as a gardener and queer Derek Jarman as a gardener and queer 
activistactivist,, but they brought so much more  but they brought so much more 
meaning to it. This is a very complex meaning to it. This is a very complex 
project in terms of some challenges. project in terms of some challenges. 
A lot of stakeholders ended up being A lot of stakeholders ended up being 
brought into the projectbrought into the project,, it it’’s taken us s taken us 

longerlonger,, and there were issues about  and there were issues about 
sourcing materials and figuring out sourcing materials and figuring out 
what plants were going to look like as what plants were going to look like as 
that time of the year.that time of the year.

ItIt’’s a harsh environment to greens a harsh environment to green,,  
and to put a garden or a park inand to put a garden or a park in,,  
but itbut it’’s been great to see the water s been great to see the water 
conservation and rain water project conservation and rain water project 
coming into fruition. Water was always coming into fruition. Water was always 
going to be a limiting factor and the going to be a limiting factor and the 
plant choices have been wellplant choices have been well--thought of. thought of. 
So many learnings can come from this So many learnings can come from this 
to inform future landscaping. Creating to inform future landscaping. Creating 
rain garden plantersrain garden planters,, the shelter with  the shelter with 
the green roofthe green roof,, pipes and water butts. pipes and water butts.

Planters have reservoirs built into Planters have reservoirs built into 
them so this is a rain water harvesting them so this is a rain water harvesting 
project. Itproject. It’’s a smalls a small--scale project that scale project that 
is scalable. Having multiple people is scalable. Having multiple people 
involved with different skills means involved with different skills means 
this could be a genuinely sustainable this could be a genuinely sustainable 
projectproject;; no pocket park has been  no pocket park has been 
designed or engineered in this way. designed or engineered in this way. --  
RosieRosie

The IGNITION Living Lab with its The IGNITION Living Lab with its 
innovative ideas and designinnovative ideas and design,, got us  got us 
thinking about how urban gardens not thinking about how urban gardens not 
only benefit mental wellbeing but also only benefit mental wellbeing but also 
support environmental sustainability in support environmental sustainability in 
a time of climate emergency. As a result a time of climate emergency. As a result 
of this visitof this visit,, and with the support  and with the support 
of IGNITION and RHS Bridgewaterof IGNITION and RHS Bridgewater,,  
the planters for our garden will be the planters for our garden will be 
sustainable as well as stylish! sustainable as well as stylish! -- Paul Paul
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T h e  A r c h i t e c tT h e  A r c h i t e c t ’’ s  V i s i o ns  V i s i o n

3636 the architectsthe architects’’ vision vision

Early drawings for the Pocket ParkEarly drawings for the Pocket Park

Drawings courtesy of Exterior Architecture
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In 2020In 2020,, I interviewed Mindy for  I interviewed Mindy for 
another project and she told me another project and she told me 
about the pocket park idea. I was about the pocket park idea. I was 
immediately smitten. I fell in love immediately smitten. I fell in love 
with Jarmanwith Jarman’’s work in the late s work in the late 
80s through Marianne Faithfull80s through Marianne Faithfull’’s s 
Broken English videoBroken English video,, and later  and later 
with Caravaggio. As I got into film with Caravaggio. As I got into film 
and video making in the early 90sand video making in the early 90s,,  
I found snippets of Jubilee and The I found snippets of Jubilee and The 
Garden haunting even if I had to Garden haunting even if I had to 
consume his work in small doses. consume his work in small doses. 

I donI don’’t know any other film maker t know any other film maker 
that matches him in his skills of that matches him in his skills of 
making the oneiric so palpable. Butmaking the oneiric so palpable. But,,  
along with his set designalong with his set design,, super  super 
8 films8 films,, and activism and activism,, it is the  it is the 
whole of Jarmanwhole of Jarman’’s lifes life--asas--art that art that 
truly inspired metruly inspired me,, with the garden  with the garden 
in Dungeness as the masterpiece in Dungeness as the masterpiece 
encapsulating all the creatorencapsulating all the creator’’s s 
opposing facets. The experience of opposing facets. The experience of 
being involved in the cobeing involved in the co--creation of creation of 
a pocket park to celebrate this multia pocket park to celebrate this multi--
facetedfaceted,, kaleidoscopic genius has been  kaleidoscopic genius has been 
thrilling. From the perspective of an thrilling. From the perspective of an 
anthropologist of green spacesanthropologist of green spaces,, the  the 
research revealed just how social research revealed just how social 
humanhuman--nature interaction can be. nature interaction can be. 

I kept a field diary of the coI kept a field diary of the co--
creation process with observations creation process with observations 
about how the different parts about how the different parts 
assembled together. I participated in assembled together. I participated in 
meetings and gathered stories about meetings and gathered stories about 
the people in the collective. Peoplethe people in the collective. People’’s s 
engagement with the ideal and actual engagement with the ideal and actual 
garden brought different actors garden brought different actors 
together and connections were made.together and connections were made.

““Gardening is centralGardening is central,, one is entering  one is entering 
another timeanother time,, into eternals into eternals,, returns  returns 
and cyclesand cycles,, those are the resurrection  those are the resurrection 
cycles in my life.cycles in my life.””  -- Derek Jarman in  Derek Jarman in 
the BBC Arena documentary (1991)the BBC Arena documentary (1991)

An architecture supervisee who had never An architecture supervisee who had never 
heard of Derek Jarman used the pocket heard of Derek Jarman used the pocket 
park as a case study elaborating designs park as a case study elaborating designs 
that were free from the spatialthat were free from the spatial--temporal temporal 
constraints of real life.constraints of real life.

T h e  E t h n o g r a p h e rT h e  E t h n o g r a p h e r ’’ s  v i s i o ns  v i s i o n

There were other research findings which There were other research findings which 
will be explored elsewherewill be explored elsewhere,, but for now  but for now 
it suffice to say that this project is a it suffice to say that this project is a 
valuable case study for covaluable case study for co--production. production. 
Still ongoingStill ongoing,, it keeps us walking it keeps us walking,,  
because it is about the process. because it is about the process. -- Luciana Luciana
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Drawing courtesy of Qirui Wang

The way this project has been The way this project has been 
carried out by and through carried out by and through 
the collective is an example of the collective is an example of 
participatory approach at its best. participatory approach at its best. 
Still ongoingStill ongoing,, it keeps us walking it keeps us walking,,  
because it is about the process. because it is about the process. 
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Many of our group of volunteer Many of our group of volunteer 
gardeners had their lives touched by gardeners had their lives touched by 
JarmanJarman’’s work and activism in the 1980s s work and activism in the 1980s 
and early 1990s and have revisited his and early 1990s and have revisited his 
legacy and influence through workshops legacy and influence through workshops 
and discussions via video calls during and discussions via video calls during 
the Covidthe Covid--19 lockdowns of 2020. These 19 lockdowns of 2020. These 
online sessions have kept the group online sessions have kept the group 
connected and offered a source of connected and offered a source of 
creativity and wellbeing.creativity and wellbeing.

JulietJuliet’’s prompts:s prompts:

What moves you about Derek What moves you about Derek 
JarmanJarman’’s work and garden?s work and garden?

What do you want to celebrateWhat do you want to celebrate,,  
amplifyamplify,, make visible in the garden  make visible in the garden 
at Manchester Art Gallery in 2020?at Manchester Art Gallery in 2020?

What do you want the What do you want the ““Derek Derek 
Jarman Pocket ParkJarman Pocket Park”” to look to look//smellsmell//
tastetaste//feelfeel//sound like?sound like?

““I trapped pure spirit in matter.I trapped pure spirit in matter.””  
––from Caravaggiofrom Caravaggio,, 1986 1986

C o l l a b o r a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a n d e m i cC o l l a b o r a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a n d e m i c

Meeting minutes Meeting minutes -- 13th July 13th July,, 2021 2021

Phrase during meeting: Phrase during meeting: ““Pain from Pain from 
being ostracised canbeing ostracised can’’t be alleviatedt be alleviated””..

Fiona met with plannerFiona met with planner;; decided to  decided to 
go for the simpler structurego for the simpler structure//have have 
the archesthe arches//what can be done inside what can be done inside 
the shelter: quotes?the shelter: quotes?//finalising the finalising the 
list of plantslist of plants//gardener working gardener working 
with Chelsea gardenswith Chelsea gardens//start ordering start ordering 
the plants and treesthe plants and trees//put text onto put text onto 
planters.planters.

How group dynamics work amidst How group dynamics work amidst 
the pandemic: People were feeling the pandemic: People were feeling 
anxious: will it happen?anxious: will it happen?;;  ’’drags ondrags on’’  
‘‘II’’m very positive nowm very positive now’’..

Restrictions of grade 1 building Restrictions of grade 1 building 
add to anxietyadd to anxiety;; constant battle  constant battle 
with grade 1 limitations and how to with grade 1 limitations and how to 
represent prospect cottage.represent prospect cottage.

Difficult to balance out prioritiesDifficult to balance out priorities,,  
planters and text.planters and text.

Praise to Fiona for being persistent.Praise to Fiona for being persistent.

ButBut,, we can get started at last! we can get started at last!

Pride weekend: postponing the Pride weekend: postponing the 
launchlaunch//need to be more flexible need to be more flexible 
about the launchabout the launch// drawing new  drawing new 
schedule of when things could schedule of when things could 
happenhappen//focus on things we can do focus on things we can do 
and be safeand be safe//information and risk information and risk 
assessmentassessment//doing work in the garden doing work in the garden 
on Mondays and Tuesdays when on Mondays and Tuesdays when 
gallery is closed.gallery is closed.

3838 collaborating through the pandemiccollaborating through the pandemic
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C o v i dC o v i d ,,  w a i t i n g w a i t i n g ,,  r e s i l i e n c e   r e s i l i e n c e  &&  
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  g a r d e np r e p a r i n g  t h e  g a r d e n

The day when we are actually planting up the The day when we are actually planting up the 
gardengarden,, that that’’s what this is all about. s what this is all about. –– Mindy Mindy

David donated several trays of David donated several trays of 
oriental red poppy seedlings along oriental red poppy seedlings along 
with various sunflowers and dark with various sunflowers and dark 
flowering hollyhocks grown from flowering hollyhocks grown from 
seed dark purpleseed dark purple//black (these might black (these might 
look well in the shingle bed) and look well in the shingle bed) and 
cosmos. Alsocosmos. Also,, vivid orange quite  vivid orange quite 
tall tiphonia (annuals)tall tiphonia (annuals),, cardoon  cardoon 
and a Teasel could be donated for and a Teasel could be donated for 
the shingle bed too.the shingle bed too.

Philip has seven sunflowers potted Philip has seven sunflowers potted 
up and ready to go too. Red up and ready to go too. Red 
JasminJasmin,, jasminum beesianum and  jasminum beesianum and 
also the winter flowering jasminealso the winter flowering jasmine,,  
jasminum nudiflorum. Both jasminum nudiflorum. Both 
jasmins are prolific climbers. For jasmins are prolific climbers. For 
the shingle beds: Fennel and Teasle.the shingle beds: Fennel and Teasle.

covidcovid,, waiting waiting,, resilience  resilience && preparing the garden preparing the garden 3939
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The timeframe for the pocket park and The timeframe for the pocket park and 
of the exhibition was extended because of the exhibition was extended because 
of Covidof Covid,, increasing the temporal  increasing the temporal 
dimension and adding depth to the dimension and adding depth to the 
relations within the group.relations within the group.

Juliet had more time to do creative Juliet had more time to do creative 
workshopsworkshops,, Hazel and Paul got into  Hazel and Paul got into 
writing blogs narrating the processwriting blogs narrating the process,,  
Lawrie envisioned new landscapes for Lawrie envisioned new landscapes for 
the collective to explore outdoorsthe collective to explore outdoors,,  
David and Philip displayed their David and Philip displayed their 

B a c k  t o  o u r  s p a c e  o u t s i d e B a c k  t o  o u r  s p a c e  o u t s i d e 
M a n c h e s t e r  A r t  G a l l e r y … . M a n c h e s t e r  A r t  G a l l e r y … . 

““ThereThere’’s people with expertise in s people with expertise in 
plantingplanting,, people with expertise  people with expertise 
in making a blogin making a blog;; I I’’m good at m good at 
making connections!making connections!””  -- Mindy Mindy

comprehensive knowledge of comprehensive knowledge of 
plantsplants,, Fiona and Rosie devised  Fiona and Rosie devised 
ways of making the garden more ways of making the garden more 
environmentally sound environmentally sound ,, and Luciana  and Luciana 
kept asking questions and collecting kept asking questions and collecting 
stories.stories.

Raised area (wall by the Raised area (wall by the 
entrance ramp):entrance ramp):

Bedding plants suggested by Bedding plants suggested by 
Philip and David:Philip and David:

Planters with alternating scheme of Planters with alternating scheme of 
grasses and seasonal flowers: Melica grasses and seasonal flowers: Melica 
altissima and Carex.altissima and Carex.
The following species could be worth The following species could be worth 
considering as they have good form considering as they have good form 
and provide seed heads in the winterand provide seed heads in the winter,,  
and as David suggested could work and as David suggested could work 
nicely with other tallnicely with other tall
perennials like Japanese anemones:perennials like Japanese anemones:

••  Hollyhocks   Hollyhocks 
••  Japanese Anemones  Japanese Anemones
••  Sunflowers  Sunflowers
••  Poppies  Poppies
••  Alliums  Alliums
••  Polystichum  Polystichum
••  Nasturtiums  Nasturtiums

Climbers for wooden arches:Climbers for wooden arches:
••  Clematis  Clematis
••  Jasmine White Star (great scent)  Jasmine White Star (great scent)

••  African marigold  African marigold
••  Trailing petunias  Trailing petunias
••  Busy lizzie  Busy lizzie
••  Cosmos  Cosmos
••  Antirrhinum  Antirrhinum
••  Coleus (mixed) Gazania  Coleus (mixed) Gazania
••  Begonia  Begonia
••  Polystichum polybephaurm  Polystichum polybephaurm
••  Trailing petunias  Trailing petunias
••  buzzy lilies  buzzy lilies
••  Poppies  Poppies
••  Coleus  Coleus
••  Rudbeckia  Rudbeckia
••  Helianthemum  Helianthemum
••  Primula viali  Primula viali
••  Echinacea  Echinacea
••  Selenium  Selenium

our spaceour space4040
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launching the exhibition and zinelaunching the exhibition and zine 4141

The Protest! exhibition is the very The Protest! exhibition is the very 
reason for the creation and existence reason for the creation and existence 
of our little gardening group and our of our little gardening group and our 
aim is to reflect Jarman the gardener aim is to reflect Jarman the gardener 
by creating our own pocket garden by creating our own pocket garden 
in a space almost as inhospitable as in a space almost as inhospitable as 
Dungeness! Dungeness! 

The exhibition was a major The exhibition was a major 
retrospective of Derek Jarmanretrospective of Derek Jarman’’s work s work 
and provided an amazing opportunity and provided an amazing opportunity 
to see work never before seen in public.to see work never before seen in public.

L a u n c h i n g  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  z i n eL a u n c h i n g  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  z i n e
1 s t  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1  1 s t  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1  ––  W o r l d  A I D S  d a y W o r l d  A I D S  d a y

RED PROTECTS ITSELF. NO RED PROTECTS ITSELF. NO 
COLOUR IS AS TERRITORIAL. COLOUR IS AS TERRITORIAL. 
IT STAKES A CLAIMIT STAKES A CLAIM,, IS ON  IS ON 
THE ALERT AGAINST THE THE ALERT AGAINST THE 
SPECTRUM.SPECTRUM.””  –– DEREK JARMAN DEREK JARMAN

Throughout our time together we Throughout our time together we 
have been reflecting on what it have been reflecting on what it 
means to be gaymeans to be gay,, lesbian lesbian,, bisexual  bisexual 
or transgender in Britain. or transgender in Britain. 
JarmanJarman’’s art stirs powerful s art stirs powerful 
memories and emotions.memories and emotions.
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launching the exhibition and zinelaunching the exhibition and zine4242

L a u n c h i n g  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  z i n eL a u n c h i n g  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  z i n e

By allowing them a space to explore By allowing them a space to explore 
their voice and their stories the Zine their voice and their stories the Zine 
will increase the visibility of the will increase the visibility of the 
LGBTQLGBTQ++ community of older people. (a  community of older people. (a 
visitor to the exhibition)visitor to the exhibition)

The Zine highlighted the process The Zine highlighted the process 
of creating the Pocket Park and of creating the Pocket Park and 
disseminated the space amongst the disseminated the space amongst the 
public and organizationspublic and organizations,, greatly  greatly 
increasing the visibility of the LGBTQincreasing the visibility of the LGBTQ++    
community of older people. The space community of older people. The space 
was also documented in the big media was also documented in the big media 
(https:(https:////www.bbc.co.ukwww.bbc.co.uk//newsnews//ukuk--englandengland--
manchestermanchester--61917539). Pride in Ageing 61917539). Pride in Ageing 
became more involved with a number of became more involved with a number of 
initiatives related to the ageinitiatives related to the age--friendly friendly 
agenda by Manchester City Council. The agenda by Manchester City Council. The 
group believes that the second Zine will group believes that the second Zine will 
disseminate the Pocket Park to an even disseminate the Pocket Park to an even 
wider audience.wider audience.

People are selling our zine on ebay! I People are selling our zine on ebay! I 
gave it to people for Xmas. My Xmas gave it to people for Xmas. My Xmas 
gift to friends wasgift to friends was,,  ‘‘Look what ILook what I’’ve ve 
donedone,, look what I look what I’’m part of.m part of.

You Are My World – The Communards

Ain’t No Mountain High Enough – Diana Ross

Little Fluffy Clouds – The Orb

La vie en rose – Grace Jones

Fever – Peggy Lee

I’m A Woman – Peggy Lee

Smalltown Boy – Bronski Beat

Goldfinger – Shirley Bassey

Diamonds Are Forever – Shirley Bassey

Relax – Frankie Goes To Hollywood

It’s Raining Men – The Weather Girls

I Bedazzled the Football – Lesbian Concentrate

Unicorn Analogy – Lesbian Concentrate

Meatballspaghetti – Lesbian Concentrate

I Love Rock ‘N Roll – Joan Jett & the Blackhearts

Bad Reputation – Joan Jett & the Blackhearts

Barcelona – Freddie Mercury ft. Monseratt Caballé

Hideous – Oliver Sim ft. Jimmy Sommerville

4 DEGREES – ANOHNI

Supernature – Cerrone

Paradis Perdus – Christine and the Queens

Antidote – Nao ft. Adekunle Gold

Human Being – Robyn ft. Zhala

iT – Christine and the Queens

I’m Not In Love – 10cc

I will Survive – Gloria Gaynor

Tell Me on A Sunday – Marti Webb

Tainted Love – Soft Cell

River’s Invitation – Aretha Franklin

Sea Murmurs - Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco

La Wally - Alfredo Catalani

Derek Jarman Pocket Park Playlist (created for the 
garden launch July 2022)
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G r o w i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s G r o w i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s 
a n d  b u i l d i n g  b r i d g e sa n d  b u i l d i n g  b r i d g e s

After months of careful planning and After months of careful planning and 
overcoming many challengesovercoming many challenges,, we finally  we finally 
managed to get our hands into soil managed to get our hands into soil 
and start planting. To reflect the time and start planting. To reflect the time 
of yearof year,, we have planted a selection of  we have planted a selection of 
beautiful helleboresbeautiful hellebores,, yellow stemmed  yellow stemmed 
dogwood and pittosporum. As we move dogwood and pittosporum. As we move 
into spring and summerinto spring and summer,, the tulips and  the tulips and 
daffodils will come into flower and daffodils will come into flower and 
perennial grasses such as miscanthus will perennial grasses such as miscanthus will 
start to show their new foliage. start to show their new foliage. 

Developing the garden was a challengeDeveloping the garden was a challenge;;  
we had a designer who selected the we had a designer who selected the 
plantsplants,, which were different from those  which were different from those 
in Dungeness and Covid had put the in Dungeness and Covid had put the 
mockers on choices. Thoughts on plants mockers on choices. Thoughts on plants 
changed given the atypical summer changed given the atypical summer 
weather. Due to the pandemic delays weather. Due to the pandemic delays 
we had more time to research climate we had more time to research climate 
change and the positive impact that change and the positive impact that 
urban green space can have. We started urban green space can have. We started 
to build in sustainability to our plansto build in sustainability to our plans,,  
having conversations about planters with having conversations about planters with 
reservoirsreservoirs,, rain chains and green roofs. rain chains and green roofs.
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Space for reflection: we were pleased Space for reflection: we were pleased 
to spend a morning at the Art Gallery to spend a morning at the Art Gallery 
with an inspiring group of young people with an inspiring group of young people 
from Action for Conservationfrom Action for Conservation,, an  an 
organisation committed to  bringing organisation committed to  bringing 
‘‘the magic of nature into young peoplethe magic of nature into young people’’s s 
liveslives,, inspiring a youth movement  inspiring a youth movement 
committed to conservation and to committed to conservation and to 
the earth.the earth.’’   Action for Conservation    Action for Conservation 
has five core values that define has five core values that define 
their approach to creating the next their approach to creating the next 
generation of conservationists: generation of conservationists: 
DiversityDiversity,, Wonder Wonder,, Hope Hope,, Action and  Action and 
Change.Change.

As time went by more bridges were built: As time went by more bridges were built: 
The Protest Garden with young people The Protest Garden with young people 
from Action for Conservationfrom Action for Conservation,, LGBT  LGBT 
Foundation AwardsFoundation Awards,, and incidental  and incidental 
connections. Prior to the launchconnections. Prior to the launch,, we were  we were 
out and about in Manchester talking out and about in Manchester talking 
about the Derek Jarman Pocket Parkabout the Derek Jarman Pocket Park,,  
encouraging people to come encouraging people to come && visit.  We  visit.  We 
were pleased to give a presentation at were pleased to give a presentation at 
the Manchester Flower Show in Exchange the Manchester Flower Show in Exchange 
Square at the beginning of June. Square at the beginning of June. 
We took part in several local radio We took part in several local radio 
interviews and appeared on BBC North interviews and appeared on BBC North 
West Tonight to publicise the garden West Tonight to publicise the garden 
and talking about the project.and talking about the project.

The pocket park was also the subject of The pocket park was also the subject of 
a short film created and produced by a short film created and produced by 
HubbubHubbub,, an organisation that designs  an organisation that designs 
campaigns to inspire ways of living campaigns to inspire ways of living 
that are good for the environment. Itthat are good for the environment. It’’s s 
great to see the garden being used by great to see the garden being used by 
lots of different peoplelots of different people;; some taking a  some taking a 
break from their officebreak from their office,, others having a  others having a 
coffee after visiting the gallery or just coffee after visiting the gallery or just 
taking a moment to sit and enjoy the taking a moment to sit and enjoy the 
plants.plants.

Figure 1 - Protest Garden

Figure 2 - Flower Show 2022
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In JuneIn June//July 2022July 2022,, a few weeks before  a few weeks before 
launchlaunch,, garden  garden && landscape designer  landscape designer 
Leon Davis worked hard to ensure that Leon Davis worked hard to ensure that 
all the interpretation was in place. We all the interpretation was in place. We 
have placed Derek Jarman quoteshave placed Derek Jarman quotes,, as  as 
well as two interpretation panels around well as two interpretation panels around 
the gardenthe garden,, giving the background  giving the background 
to the project and the sustainability to the project and the sustainability 
features.  There are also QR codes features.  There are also QR codes 
around the garden so that anyone can around the garden so that anyone can 
access recordings of our personal stories access recordings of our personal stories 
and download this zine.and download this zine.

We hope that the quotes can add We hope that the quotes can add 
to peopleto people’’s enjoyment of the spaces enjoyment of the space,,  
encourage them to dwell and think about encourage them to dwell and think about 
the carefully chosen wordsthe carefully chosen words,, as well as  as well as 
introducing them to the extensive writing introducing them to the extensive writing 
of Jarmanof Jarman,, another of his many creative  another of his many creative 
talents.talents.

The Derek Jarman Pocket Park also The Derek Jarman Pocket Park also 
featured in an exhibition at RHS featured in an exhibition at RHS 
Bridgewater in 2022. Bridgewater in 2022. ‘‘Planting for the Planting for the 
PlanetPlanet’’ celebrated different communities celebrated different communities’’  
contributions to taking climate action by contributions to taking climate action by 
greening Greater Manchester.  We also greening Greater Manchester.  We also 
took part in RHS Bridgewatertook part in RHS Bridgewater’’s Pride in s Pride in 
Nature event and will return their this Nature event and will return their this 
year.year.
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Our launch and opening of the garden Our launch and opening of the garden 
took place on Wednesday 22 June. took place on Wednesday 22 June. 
It felt great to see so many people It felt great to see so many people 
come together to celebrate the project come together to celebrate the project 
and to enjoy the garden in all its and to enjoy the garden in all its 
splendour. We decorated the space splendour. We decorated the space 
with rainbow bunting for the occasion.with rainbow bunting for the occasion.

Rob CooksonRob Cookson,, Deputy Chief Executive  Deputy Chief Executive 
of the LGBT Foundation and Neil of the LGBT Foundation and Neil 
MacInnesMacInnes,, Manchester City Council Manchester City Council’’s s 
Strategic Lead for LibrariesStrategic Lead for Libraries,, Galleries  Galleries 
&& Culture gave speeches and we all  Culture gave speeches and we all 
raised our glasses to celebrate!raised our glasses to celebrate!

Involvement in this project has had some Involvement in this project has had some 
really personal benefitsreally personal benefits,, it has made me  it has made me 
reflect on and articulate the difficulties reflect on and articulate the difficulties 
we experienced in the 70we experienced in the 70’’ss,, 80 80’’s and s and 
9090’’s but the main thing is that it has s but the main thing is that it has 
rekindled my creativity.rekindled my creativity.

S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  --  L a u n c h i n g  t h e  L a u n c h i n g  t h e 
P o c k e t  P a r kP o c k e t  P a r k

I also feel a greater sense of I also feel a greater sense of 
connection to Manchesterconnection to Manchester,, my adopted  my adopted 
home. My chosen familyhome. My chosen family,, LGBT  LGBT 
ManchesterManchester,, is incredibly precious to  is incredibly precious to 
me. Walking in to MAG and feeling me. Walking in to MAG and feeling ‘‘I I 
belong herebelong here’’ is tremendous. (Mindy) is tremendous. (Mindy)
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““II’’ve been coming to the art gallery ve been coming to the art gallery 
for a years and this (outside space) for a years and this (outside space) 
was always a dead spacewas always a dead space,, an inbetween  an inbetween 
spacespace,, an uncomfortable space an uncomfortable space,, a  a 
space without purposespace without purpose,, a space without  a space without 
identity. Even though itidentity. Even though it’’s a small and s a small and 
simple space the kind of personality simple space the kind of personality 
and identity and the fact that thereand identity and the fact that there’’s s 
something to experiencesomething to experience,, visit and  visit and 
understand in the space does radically understand in the space does radically 
change it.change it.

This space doesnThis space doesn’’t look like his gardent look like his garden,,  
but we are in Manchester and I think but we are in Manchester and I think 
hehe’’d like itd like it,, he he’’d appreciate it. d appreciate it. ““

  ““I think the garden is lovely. ItI think the garden is lovely. It’’s nice s nice 
to have a green space in the city centre to have a green space in the city centre 
because there isnbecause there isn’’t much aside from t much aside from 
Piccadilly Gardens. Piccadilly Gardens. 

  ““Before it was weedsBefore it was weeds,, with flowers  with flowers 
trying to grow out of the weeds. trying to grow out of the weeds. 
ItIt’’s very well maintaineds very well maintained,, very well  very well 
donedone,, and tasteful for a city centre.  and tasteful for a city centre. 
I remember when they were greening I remember when they were greening 
empty spaces outside of the city centreempty spaces outside of the city centre,,  

but this is a new green space in the city but this is a new green space in the city 
centrecentre””..

  ““I discovered Derek Jarman in the late I discovered Derek Jarman in the late 
80s and my main understanding of him 80s and my main understanding of him 
was as a HIV activist person. So the was as a HIV activist person. So the 
bringing together of gay and lesbian bringing together of gay and lesbian 
culture here in an outdoor environment culture here in an outdoor environment 
is very Derek Jarman I would say. And is very Derek Jarman I would say. And 
being able to celebrate what we have being able to celebrate what we have 
achieved and how we have overcome achieved and how we have overcome 
HIV to the extent that we have done I HIV to the extent that we have done I 
think hethink he’’d be very proud of.d be very proud of.

It also celebrates ManchesterIt also celebrates Manchester’’s work on s work on 
this this –– I I’’ve lived here for 40 years now ve lived here for 40 years now 
–– I think this project celebrates Jarman  I think this project celebrates Jarman 
and Manchester at the same time.and Manchester at the same time.

““I do know the work of Derek I do know the work of Derek 
Jarman. The end result is based on Jarman. The end result is based on 
JarmanJarman’’s principles in his own work s principles in his own work –– a  a 
celebration and space of sanctuary in celebration and space of sanctuary in 
a very busy city centre. It absolutely a very busy city centre. It absolutely 
works and is a fantastic legacy works and is a fantastic legacy 
for Jarman and everything he was for Jarman and everything he was 
achievingachieving””..

The Derek Jarman pocket park can be The Derek Jarman pocket park can be 
seen as a contact zone for Manchester seen as a contact zone for Manchester 
Art Gallery where people of different Art Gallery where people of different 
identitiesidentities,, ethnicities ethnicities,, ages ages,, and tastes  and tastes 
are encouraged to overcome threshold are encouraged to overcome threshold 
fears and engage with the museum fears and engage with the museum 
building and collections as a commonsbuilding and collections as a commons,,  
a space that belongs to the people. At a space that belongs to the people. At 
the launchthe launch,, we decided to do a vox we decided to do a vox--
populi to get a sense of the visitorpopuli to get a sense of the visitor’’s s 
experience:experience:
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While Derek wrestled with a wild sea While Derek wrestled with a wild sea 
and the occasional stormand the occasional storm,, we had the  we had the 
challenges of a city centre location and challenges of a city centre location and 
listed building status to contend with. listed building status to contend with. 
During our planting sessions and as the During our planting sessions and as the 
garden took shapegarden took shape,, we reflected back to  we reflected back to 
our summer visits to other green spaces our summer visits to other green spaces 
in and around Manchesterin and around Manchester,, particularly  particularly 
the IGNITION Project at Salford the IGNITION Project at Salford 
University. At that timeUniversity. At that time,, we had no  we had no 
idea how we would achieve the level of idea how we would achieve the level of 
water conservation that was needed to water conservation that was needed to 
make the garden sustainable. It was only make the garden sustainable. It was only 
through the additional United Utilities through the additional United Utilities 
funding and the ingeniousfunding and the ingenious,, bespoke  bespoke 
design created by Leon Davis for the design created by Leon Davis for the 
gardengarden’’s shelter that this vital aspect s shelter that this vital aspect 
of the garden has been realised.of the garden has been realised.

The shelter not only provides a focal The shelter not only provides a focal 
point and a place to sit but also point and a place to sit but also 

t h e  s u s t a i n a b l e  g a r d e nt h e  s u s t a i n a b l e  g a r d e n

includes a sedum roofincludes a sedum roof,, carefully  carefully 
hidden water tanks and a rainwater hidden water tanks and a rainwater 
chain.  All these features along chain.  All these features along 
with the cleverly constructed plant with the cleverly constructed plant 
containerscontainers,, mean that limited  mean that limited 
additional water (along with additional water (along with 
ManchesterManchester’’s generous rainfall!) will s generous rainfall!) will 
be needed for the garden throughout be needed for the garden throughout 
the year.the year.

Designed by award winning landscape Designed by award winning landscape 
artist Leon Davis and based on his artist Leon Davis and based on his 
(gold winning!) Resilience Garden (gold winning!) Resilience Garden 
from RHS Flower Show Tatton Park in from RHS Flower Show Tatton Park in 
2021. The design references Jarman2021. The design references Jarman’’s s 
Prospect Cottage materials and colour Prospect Cottage materials and colour 
scheme. Not only does the shelter scheme. Not only does the shelter 
provide an escape from Manchesterprovide an escape from Manchester’’s s 
inclement weather and viewpoint to the inclement weather and viewpoint to the 
gardengarden,, it also includes a number of  it also includes a number of 
ingenious environmental features.ingenious environmental features.
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““The garden is spectacularThe garden is spectacular,,  
absolutely outstanding. I work absolutely outstanding. I work 
across from it in the Town Hall across from it in the Town Hall 
and have been watching the space and have been watching the space 
evolveevolve,, watching It grow and  watching It grow and 
seeing it come to fruition seeing it come to fruition –– and  and 
now it will continue to thrive and now it will continue to thrive and 
grow. Itgrow. It’’s superb.s superb.”” (visitor to the  (visitor to the 
Pocket Park)Pocket Park)

““The pandemic made us all realise The pandemic made us all realise 
how important our green space ishow important our green space is,,  
and provoked conversations on and provoked conversations on 
how it is used. There was nothing how it is used. There was nothing 
here beforehere before,, just benches  just benches –– and this  and this 
feels like a real starting pointfeels like a real starting point,, that  that 
this project will build on whatthis project will build on what’’s s 
been started with more plantsbeen started with more plants,,  
educational resourceseducational resources,, and that  and that 
this space has a link with Prospect this space has a link with Prospect 
Cottage.Cottage.

ItIt’’s lovely how this project has s lovely how this project has 
come from the ending point of his come from the ending point of his 
lifelife,, but also a renewal because  but also a renewal because 
itit’’s gardenings gardening,, it it’’s life givings life giving,, it it’’s s 
nurturing and therenurturing and there’’s a theme of s a theme of 
sustainability to it sustainability to it –– which gives a  which gives a 
lovely poeticness to it.lovely poeticness to it.”” (visitor to  (visitor to 
the Pocket Park)the Pocket Park)
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With the garden beginning to establish With the garden beginning to establish 
itself thoughts naturally turned to itself thoughts naturally turned to 
our longour long--awaited long awaited visit to awaited long awaited visit to 
Prospect Cottage and Dungeness. The Prospect Cottage and Dungeness. The 
original visit was planned over two original visit was planned over two 
years agoyears ago,, at the very beginning of our  at the very beginning of our 
garden journeygarden journey,, but Covid has meant  but Covid has meant 
wewe’’ve had to use our imagination and ve had to use our imagination and 
creativity to drive the project forward.creativity to drive the project forward.

But now the time had come! with the But now the time had come! with the 
support of the Manchester Wellbeing support of the Manchester Wellbeing 
Fund we set off from Manchester Fund we set off from Manchester 
Piccadilly on a bright and sunny Piccadilly on a bright and sunny 
September morn for the journey September morn for the journey 
southwards.southwards.

A  J o u r n e y  t o  D u n g e n e s sA  J o u r n e y  t o  D u n g e n e s s

There was a mixture of excitement but There was a mixture of excitement but 
also apprehension as we boarded the also apprehension as we boarded the 
train.train.

How would it feel to finally be standing How would it feel to finally be standing 
in the place wein the place we’’d all thought aboutd all thought about,,  
talked abouttalked about,, and imagined for so long?  and imagined for so long? 
Would it be as we imagined? Would it be as we imagined? 

The morning of our trip to Prospect The morning of our trip to Prospect 
Cottage was blessed with glorious blue Cottage was blessed with glorious blue 
skiesskies,, sunshine and hardly a breath of  sunshine and hardly a breath of 
wind as we arrived at Dungeness. wind as we arrived at Dungeness. 

We were reminded of DerekWe were reminded of Derek’’s own s own 
thoughts on the landscape as we stepped thoughts on the landscape as we stepped 
foot on the shingle for the first time: foot on the shingle for the first time: 
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Prospect Cottage stood out with its Prospect Cottage stood out with its 
welcoming yellow and black colour welcoming yellow and black colour 
schemescheme,, still looking a very lived still looking a very lived--
in cottage and a very loved home. in cottage and a very loved home. 
HoweverHowever,, the surroundings beyond the  the surroundings beyond the 
cottage and its garden were strange cottage and its garden were strange ––  
the vast shingle beach stretching away the vast shingle beach stretching away 
from the cottage but the sea not quite from the cottage but the sea not quite 
visiblevisible,, the neighbouring cottages and  the neighbouring cottages and 
bungalows spaced out along the roadbungalows spaced out along the road,,  
looking a bit lifeless in comparison looking a bit lifeless in comparison 
to Prospect Cottage and closer than I to Prospect Cottage and closer than I 
imaginedimagined,, the dominating presence of  the dominating presence of 
Sizewell nuclear power station. Sizewell nuclear power station. 

We were lucky to have such a lovely We were lucky to have such a lovely 
morning to spend time in the garden morning to spend time in the garden 
as itas it’’s the sort of garden that s the sort of garden that 
encourages you to wanderencourages you to wander,, notice  notice 
somethingsomething,, ponder on it for a while  ponder on it for a while 
and then move on. What feels like and then move on. What feels like 
a nevera never--ending maze of pathways ending maze of pathways 
takes you in unexpected directionstakes you in unexpected directions,, the  the 
constant sound of crunching pebbles constant sound of crunching pebbles 
as you walk adding to the experienceas you walk adding to the experience,,  
calming and meditative. The sculptures calming and meditative. The sculptures 
were everywherewere everywhere,, sometimes hidden  sometimes hidden 
among the planting and at other among the planting and at other 
times standing out times standing out –– I loved the way  I loved the way 
he had used so much rusted metal as he had used so much rusted metal as 
well as the driftwood and hag stones well as the driftwood and hag stones 
and how everything blended together and how everything blended together 
to create such an intriguing and to create such an intriguing and 
unexpected garden. (Hazel)unexpected garden. (Hazel)

““DungenessDungeness,, Dungeness Dungeness,, your beauty  your beauty 
is the bestis the best,, forget the hills and  forget the hills and 
valleys. This landscape is like the valleys. This landscape is like the 
face you overlookface you overlook,, the face of an  the face of an 
angel with a naughty smile.angel with a naughty smile.””  

We spent most of the day exploring We spent most of the day exploring 
the gardenthe garden;; looking at the plants looking at the plants,, the  the 
amazing architectural elements and amazing architectural elements and 
taking in the surrounding landscape. taking in the surrounding landscape. 
Undertaking this visit together as Undertaking this visit together as 
a group was very speciala group was very special,, sharing in  sharing in 
each othereach other’’s impressionss impressions,, feelings feelings,, and  and 
thoughts.thoughts.

Derek settled hereDerek settled here,, in Dungeness  in Dungeness 
ready to face the inevitable end ready to face the inevitable end 
but while doing so he made a but while doing so he made a 
garden for the futuregarden for the future,, facing  facing 
out to seaout to sea,, to the far horizon.  to the far horizon. 
(Mindy(Mindy,, volunteer gardener) volunteer gardener)
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Following Derek JarmanFollowing Derek Jarman’’s death in s death in 
19941994,, he bequeathed Prospect Cottage  he bequeathed Prospect Cottage 
to his close companionto his close companion,, Keith Collins.  Keith Collins. 
Keith lived at the cottage until his Keith lived at the cottage until his 
death in 2018death in 2018,, maintaining it as it had  maintaining it as it had 
been when Derek was alive. After a been when Derek was alive. After a 
period of uncertainty about the future period of uncertainty about the future 
of Prospect Cottageof Prospect Cottage,, a successful Art  a successful Art 
Fund campaign took place in 2020 Fund campaign took place in 2020 
to save the cottage and its contents to save the cottage and its contents 
for the nation. This means that it can for the nation. This means that it can 
continue to be a place that anyone continue to be a place that anyone 
can visit to learn and be inspired by can visit to learn and be inspired by 
JarmanJarman’’s legacy. Creative Folkstone s legacy. Creative Folkstone 
are the custodiansare the custodians,, and it was their  and it was their 
staffstaff,, Hamish and Rueben who greeted  Hamish and Rueben who greeted 
us and showed us round the cottage us and showed us round the cottage 
during our visit.during our visit.

The tours of the cottage are carried The tours of the cottage are carried 
out with great sensitivity and respectout with great sensitivity and respect,,  
acknowledging that this was Derekacknowledging that this was Derek’’s s 
final homefinal home,, cherishing his memory  cherishing his memory 
and ensuring that it doesnand ensuring that it doesn’’t become t become 
trivialised or taken for granted by trivialised or taken for granted by 
those who are lucky enough to visit. those who are lucky enough to visit. 
Creative Folkstone purposefully Creative Folkstone purposefully 
avoid giving a set guided tour of avoid giving a set guided tour of 
the cottage. Insteadthe cottage. Instead,, visitors are  visitors are 
encouraged to spend time quietly in encouraged to spend time quietly in 
the cottagethe cottage,, reflecting on its contents  reflecting on its contents 
and atmosphere as well as being given and atmosphere as well as being given 
the opportunity to ask questions or the opportunity to ask questions or 
discuss Derekdiscuss Derek’’s life and work.s life and work.

I had been looking forward I had been looking forward 
to our trip to Dungeness and to our trip to Dungeness and 
Prospect Cottage with a mixture of Prospect Cottage with a mixture of 
excitementexcitement,, anticipation but also some  anticipation but also some 
nervousnessnervousness,, how would I feel about  how would I feel about 
visiting the place we had talked aboutvisiting the place we had talked about,,  

visualised and had been our inspiration visualised and had been our inspiration 
for the last two years? I loved the for the last two years? I loved the 
sensation of crunching over the stones as sensation of crunching over the stones as 
I walked around the garden and the feel I walked around the garden and the feel 
of the wood and architectural elements. of the wood and architectural elements. 
The opportunity to visit Prospect The opportunity to visit Prospect 
Cottage was undoubtedly the highlightCottage was undoubtedly the highlight,,    
I felt his presence in every roomI felt his presence in every room,, it  it 
was an incredibly moving and personal was an incredibly moving and personal 
experience.(Paul)experience.(Paul)

We all found it a very thoughtWe all found it a very thought--
provoking and moving experience. Derekprovoking and moving experience. Derek’’s s 
spirit truly lives on at Prospect Cottage spirit truly lives on at Prospect Cottage 
and each room felt lived in. It was as and each room felt lived in. It was as 
though Derek had just stepped out for though Derek had just stepped out for 
a short timea short time,, leaving his writing and  leaving his writing and 
creative materials where they werecreative materials where they were,, his  his 
painting shoes tucked under his studio painting shoes tucked under his studio 
table and everything ready to make his table and everything ready to make his 
next meal in the tiny kitchen.next meal in the tiny kitchen.

I was amazed by the atmospheric I was amazed by the atmospheric 
vibe of the garden at Prospect vibe of the garden at Prospect 
Cottage and felt the need to lie Cottage and felt the need to lie 
down on the shingle and bath in the down on the shingle and bath in the 
sunshine.  Inside looking at the art sunshine.  Inside looking at the art 
works gave me such inspiration of works gave me such inspiration of 
how I could incorporate some of the how I could incorporate some of the 
ideas into my own garden at home. ideas into my own garden at home. 
(David)(David)

I found the interior of the Cottage I found the interior of the Cottage 
to be exceptionally movingto be exceptionally moving,, the  the 
furnishings as he left it. To see furnishings as he left it. To see 
and feel how he lived in such serene and feel how he lived in such serene 
tranquillitytranquillity,, so atmospheric. (Philip so atmospheric. (Philip,,  
volunteer gardener)volunteer gardener)



5353
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The film A Journey to DungenessThe film A Journey to Dungeness,,  
made by Scout Stuart with artist made by Scout Stuart with artist 
Juliet DavisJuliet Davis--DufayardDufayard,, follows  follows 
the groupthe group’’s journey to Jarmans journey to Jarman’’s s 
home and garden and reflects home and garden and reflects 
the experience through their own the experience through their own 
voices.voices.

We had pored over photos We had pored over photos 
and descriptions of Jarmanand descriptions of Jarman’’s s 
Dungeness home for the past two Dungeness home for the past two 
yearsyears,, but this didn but this didn’’t dampen t dampen 
our excitement at seeing the real our excitement at seeing the real 
thingthing,, almost to the point that we  almost to the point that we 
wouldnwouldn’’t have been surprised to t have been surprised to 
see Derek himselfsee Derek himself,, standing in the  standing in the 
yellowyellow--framed doorway or tending framed doorway or tending 
the garden…the garden that we the garden…the garden that we 
had read and heard and thought had read and heard and thought 
so much about.so much about.

Having no physical boundariesHaving no physical boundaries,, the  the 
garden invites visitors to wandergarden invites visitors to wander,,  
following the pathways between following the pathways between 
shrubs and sculpturesshrubs and sculptures,, circling the  circling the 
cottage itself. The soothing crunch cottage itself. The soothing crunch 
of shingle beneath our feet was of shingle beneath our feet was 
a constant calming soundtrack a constant calming soundtrack 
throughout our visit.throughout our visit.

The cottage evoked smells from The cottage evoked smells from 
my childhood: polished wood and my childhood: polished wood and 
rag rugs. We were in the intimate rag rugs. We were in the intimate 
interior of an artist as he faced interior of an artist as he faced 
his ending on this earth. The his ending on this earth. The 
bookshelves track his reading and bookshelves track his reading and 
I wanted to followI wanted to follow,, to see how he  to see how he 
connected the texts and ideas. The connected the texts and ideas. The 
garden had me dwell on the action garden had me dwell on the action 
of time and light on material of time and light on material 
objects. objects. 

Looking up I saw a line of migrantsLooking up I saw a line of migrants’’  
silhouettes trudging up the shingle silhouettes trudging up the shingle 
beachbeach,, did they experience this place as  did they experience this place as 
a haven on the edge as Jarman did? a haven on the edge as Jarman did? 
Derek settled hereDerek settled here,, in Dungeness ready  in Dungeness ready 
to face the inevitable end but while to face the inevitable end but while 
doing so he made a garden for the doing so he made a garden for the 
futurefuture,, facing out to sea facing out to sea,, to the far  to the far 
horizon (Mindy).horizon (Mindy).

View the film here:View the film here:
https:https:////manchesterartgallery.orgmanchesterartgallery.org//
eventevent//aa--journeyjourney--toto--dungenessdungeness//

Courtesy of Howard Sooley.
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reflectionsreflections

I noticed preoccupations: circles I noticed preoccupations: circles 
and patterns and repeating themes. and patterns and repeating themes. 

The garden is a world of found The garden is a world of found 

objectsobjects,, where their placement  where their placement 
exalts them above mere existence. exalts them above mere existence. 

‘‘Use what is thereUse what is there’’ is a start for all  is a start for all 

art isnart isn’’t it? I was moved to see the t it? I was moved to see the 

glass floats in one cabinet. In the glass floats in one cabinet. In the 

19601960’’s they began to be replaced s they began to be replaced 

by more durable plastic ones and by more durable plastic ones and 

those that survived found a new those that survived found a new 

life as beautiful things. I have a life as beautiful things. I have a 

green onegreen one,, still in its rope casing still in its rope casing,,  

that I foundthat I found,, bobbing in a pool on  bobbing in a pool on 

an Anglesey beach in 1963 (Mindy)an Anglesey beach in 1963 (Mindy)

R e f l e c t i o n sR e f l e c t i o n s

The visit was an audio track of shingles The visit was an audio track of shingles 
as we walked on themas we walked on them,, their grainy sound  their grainy sound 
blurred with peopleblurred with people’’s voices and my own s voices and my own 
corporeal unsteadiness as I stepped on corporeal unsteadiness as I stepped on 
uneven ground.uneven ground.

It was also an embodied experience of It was also an embodied experience of 
sensorial overload upon encountering sensorial overload upon encountering 
JarmanJarman’’s personal spacess personal spaces,, tastes tastes,, and  and 
all the idiosyncrasies that populate the all the idiosyncrasies that populate the 
walls of Prospect Cottage. One of us walls of Prospect Cottage. One of us 
suggested we should have a list of his suggested we should have a list of his 
books so we could catch a glimpse of his books so we could catch a glimpse of his 
creative process.creative process.

5656

I loved being involved in I loved being involved in 
all the different creative all the different creative 
aspectsaspects,, being involved in the  being involved in the 
filmmaking and the garden filmmaking and the garden 
and the zine. (Mindy)and the zine. (Mindy)
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a piece of paradisea piece of paradise

a  p i e c e  o f  p a r a d i s ea  p i e c e  o f  p a r a d i s e
(Prospect Cottage(Prospect Cottage,, Dungeness) Dungeness)

His was an accidental gardenHis was an accidental garden,, sown sown
in shinglein shingle,, salty easterlies that bring salty easterlies that bring
a burning spray or westerliesa burning spray or westerlies,, full full--blownblown

and brutal as they batter everythingand brutal as they batter everything
that tries to set down roots or sprout a shootthat tries to set down roots or sprout a shoot;;

no rush of greenery and growth in spring.no rush of greenery and growth in spring.

But thenBut then,, a piece of driftwood resolute a piece of driftwood resolute
against the stormsagainst the storms,, stood pit stood pit--prop tall as thornprop tall as thorn
by thorn a dog rose climbed and clung en routeby thorn a dog rose climbed and clung en route

towards the top where beachcombed bone adornstowards the top where beachcombed bone adorns
this driftwood stakethis driftwood stake,, survivors from a sea survivors from a sea
of dull normalityof dull normality,, they bloom against the norms they bloom against the norms,,

they thrive on proving beauty comes for freethey thrive on proving beauty comes for free
to those who to those who ‘‘understand that we are youunderstand that we are you’’..
His accidental garden came to beHis accidental garden came to be
his piece of paradise where pleasure grew.his piece of paradise where pleasure grew.

““Understand that sexuality is as wide as the sea. Understand Understand that sexuality is as wide as the sea. Understand 
that your morality is not law. Understand that we are you.that your morality is not law. Understand that we are you.””    
Derek Jarman (1993) At Your Own Risk: A SaintDerek Jarman (1993) At Your Own Risk: A Saint’’s Testaments Testament

Hazel Errey July 2022Hazel Errey July 2022
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reflections on coreflections on co--productionproduction

The motivation for doing coThe motivation for doing co--research research 
was rooted on the work conducted by was rooted on the work conducted by 
MUARGMUARG,, the Manchester Institute of  the Manchester Institute of 
Collaborative Research on AgeingCollaborative Research on Ageing,, and  and 
by the partnership developed between by the partnership developed between 
Ambition for Ageing Equality Panel Ambition for Ageing Equality Panel 
and the LGBT Foundation.and the LGBT Foundation.

In our understandingIn our understanding,, co co--research research 
includes encouraging community includes encouraging community 
members to shape the researchmembers to shape the research,,  
and involves sharing stories and and involves sharing stories and 
experiences to then reflect and learn experiences to then reflect and learn 
through the research process. through the research process. 

R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  c oR e f l e c t i o n s  o n  c o -- p r o d u c t i o np r o d u c t i o n

Inherited from the political pamphlets of Inherited from the political pamphlets of 
the abolitionist erathe abolitionist era,, and later adopted  and later adopted 
by feminist and queer movementsby feminist and queer movements,,  
zines are selfzines are self--published material that published material that 
document the voices of communities at document the voices of communities at 
the margins. When institutions adopt the margins. When institutions adopt 
zinezine--makingmaking,, it is crucial to acknowledge  it is crucial to acknowledge 
this toolthis tool''s political roots and purposes. s political roots and purposes. 
OtherwiseOtherwise,, it risks being depoliticised it risks being depoliticised,,  
abstracted as a simple craft. Zineabstracted as a simple craft. Zine--making making 
is a form of visual caretakingis a form of visual caretaking,, a way  a way 
to exchange resources and empathise to exchange resources and empathise 
with onewith one''s peers. (Tamara Harts peers. (Tamara Hart,, Visual  Visual 
anthropologist) anthropologist) 

Our vision was to connect communities Our vision was to connect communities 
and people through the creation of and people through the creation of 
relationshipsrelationships,, putting older people at  putting older people at 
the heart of designing the places where the heart of designing the places where 
they live. Cothey live. Co--production has been a production has been a 
golden thread running throughout the golden thread running throughout the 
programme as it helped to amplify the programme as it helped to amplify the 
voices of older people from marginalised voices of older people from marginalised 
communities and Pride in Ageing has communities and Pride in Ageing has 
been an exemplar of such an approach. been an exemplar of such an approach. 
(Sharon Summers(Sharon Summers,, Ambition for Ageing) Ambition for Ageing)

Participatory research has the Participatory research has the 
potential to offer a way forward potential to offer a way forward 
in engaging older people in a way in engaging older people in a way 
that can benefit them as individualsthat can benefit them as individuals,,  
their communitiestheir communities,, and the process of  and the process of 
developing agedeveloping age--friendly cities. (Tine friendly cities. (Tine 
BuffelBuffel,, MUARG Director) MUARG Director)

Developing coDeveloping co--production approaches production approaches 
to involve older people in the to involve older people in the 
regeneration of their communities regeneration of their communities 
helps move beyond mainstream helps move beyond mainstream 
methods of consultation. (Sophie methods of consultation. (Sophie 
YarkerYarker,, MUARG Deputy Director) MUARG Deputy Director)

By shifting the power and working By shifting the power and working 
with our communitieswith our communities,, a different  a different 
perspective is gained that will perspective is gained that will 
challenge ageism and increase our challenge ageism and increase our 
understanding of the experience of understanding of the experience of 
urban ageing. (Patty Doranurban ageing. (Patty Doran,, MUARG  MUARG 
Deputy Director)Deputy Director)
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reflections on coreflections on co--productionproduction

CoCo--research allows unexpected research allows unexpected 
connections to rise to the surface. The connections to rise to the surface. The 
life stories of the group reflect those life stories of the group reflect those 
of the wider LGBTQof the wider LGBTQ++ communities  communities 
in that many of us moved to larger in that many of us moved to larger 
cities like Manchester because they cities like Manchester because they 
are wonderfulare wonderful,, accepting places to  accepting places to 
be be –– but then we bear the brunt of the  but then we bear the brunt of the 
effects of climate change on urban effects of climate change on urban 
spacesspaces,, such as extreme heat such as extreme heat,, pollution  pollution 
and lack of green space. I think this and lack of green space. I think this 
is one of the reasons why weis one of the reasons why we’’ve felt a ve felt a 
strong emotional drive to creating strong emotional drive to creating 
this spacethis space,, giving something green  giving something green 
and sustainable back to a city that and sustainable back to a city that 
has celebrated and welcomed us as a has celebrated and welcomed us as a 
community. (Lawriecommunity. (Lawrie,, Pride in Ageing  Pride in Ageing 
Manager)Manager)

DavidDavid’’s friendly s friendly 
insect repellent insect repellent 
is an example of is an example of 
this. (Lucianathis. (Luciana,,  
anthropologist)anthropologist)

As time As time 
progressed we progressed we 
became more and became more and 
more aware of more aware of 
climate changeclimate change,,  
and this affected and this affected 
the plants we chose the plants we chose 
for the garden. We had to think of for the garden. We had to think of 
what plants would not need a lot of what plants would not need a lot of 
water. (Hazelwater. (Hazel,, Pride in Ageing) Pride in Ageing)

David suggested night scented stock David suggested night scented stock 
for smellfor smell,, borage for taste and lamb borage for taste and lamb’’s s 
ear for touch. Inspired by the sensory ear for touch. Inspired by the sensory 
garden in Dungenessgarden in Dungeness,, David remarked  David remarked 
on how helichrysm feels like paper when on how helichrysm feels like paper when 
you touch them and on the abundance you touch them and on the abundance 
of evening primrose in Jarmanof evening primrose in Jarman’’s s 
garden. Fiona suggested QR codes in garden. Fiona suggested QR codes in 
sections of the garden so visitors can sections of the garden so visitors can 
hear parts of Derekhear parts of Derek’’s storys story,, and access  and access 
information about the plants. information about the plants. 

I walk into this gallery and I belong I walk into this gallery and I belong 
herehere,, which which,, given that I given that I’’m not from m not from 
herehere,, there there’’s just me and my wife… s just me and my wife… 
having an ethnographer document having an ethnographer document 
my life really mattersmy life really matters,, I have no  I have no 
children or grandchildrenchildren or grandchildren,, none of  none of 
those people to tell it to. By telling those people to tell it to. By telling 
you I get a voice on this planet and you I get a voice on this planet and 
that feels amazing. (Mindy)that feels amazing. (Mindy)

Seeing the development over time is Seeing the development over time is 
really important. For examplereally important. For example,, there  there 
are members of the group that have are members of the group that have 
health challenges. Sohealth challenges. So,, the longevity of  the longevity of 
the intervention really matters and the intervention really matters and 
there are things that we may not tell there are things that we may not tell 
you in year one that we can tell you in you in year one that we can tell you in 
year three because our lives will have year three because our lives will have 
changed. (Mindychanged. (Mindy,, Pride in Ageing)  Pride in Ageing) 

CoCo--production translates into constant production translates into constant 
horizontal learning as we bounce ideas horizontal learning as we bounce ideas 
and insights off each other. It invites and insights off each other. It invites 
us to step into other peopleus to step into other people’’s shoes to s shoes to 
see things from their point of view. see things from their point of view. 
CoCo--producing also means having to producing also means having to 
work with our companion species that work with our companion species that 
are an essential part of our commonsare an essential part of our commons,,  
such as plantssuch as plants,, insects and water in a  insects and water in a 
more symbiotic way.more symbiotic way.
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Mindy at the International Day of Mindy at the International Day of 
older Peopleolder People,, this year dedicated  this year dedicated 
to the fight against climate change.to the fight against climate change.

G r o w i n g  O l d e r  a n d  G r e e n e rG r o w i n g  O l d e r  a n d  G r e e n e r

The 16 panels generate electricity The 16 panels generate electricity 
for the national grid and an for the national grid and an 
income. The top 2 are hot water income. The top 2 are hot water 
solar panels. solar panels. –– Philip Philip

I have 4 water butts around my I have 4 water butts around my 
house and they are filled with house and they are filled with 
the rainwater from my roof the rainwater from my roof 
guttering.  I try to use rainwater guttering.  I try to use rainwater 
only not just because it is full only not just because it is full 
of great minerals and nutrients of great minerals and nutrients 
but also I donbut also I don’’t like to put t like to put 
chemicals on to my plants from chemicals on to my plants from 
washing up water etc.washing up water etc.

Indeed acid soil loving plantsIndeed acid soil loving plants,,  
like blueberries and camelliaslike blueberries and camellias,,  
are not tolerant to the lime are not tolerant to the lime 
found in tap water.  I discovered found in tap water.  I discovered 
that placing banana skins on that placing banana skins on 
the surface of soft fruit bushes the surface of soft fruit bushes 
and flowering plants is a great and flowering plants is a great 
way to recycle as they quickly way to recycle as they quickly 
rot down into the soil adding rot down into the soil adding 
nutritious potassium thereby nutritious potassium thereby 
improving crop yields.improving crop yields.-- David David

growing older and greenergrowing older and greener6060
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We are quite good at conserving We are quite good at conserving 
water in the garden because of the water in the garden because of the 
ways we placed our gutters to capture ways we placed our gutters to capture 
rainwater. Sorainwater. So,, that water runs back  that water runs back 
into the garden. When you have into the garden. When you have 
lots of cats itlots of cats it’’s not really ethical to s not really ethical to 
encourage birds in the gardenencourage birds in the garden,, so we  so we 
have fish.have fish.-- Mindy Mindy

In my house itIn my house it’’s all triples all triple--
glazed and insulated glazed and insulated –– Philip Philip

growing older and greenergrowing older and greener 6161

The garden has come to represent The garden has come to represent 
so much more than just the plants so much more than just the plants 
in itin it,, beautiful though they are. In  beautiful though they are. In 
the same way that Derekthe same way that Derek’’s garden at s garden at 
Dungeness provided an escape from Dungeness provided an escape from 
LondonLondon,, an outlet for his creativeness  an outlet for his creativeness 
and solace from the burden of his and solace from the burden of his 
HIV diagnosisHIV diagnosis,, so too has our garden  so too has our garden 
provided us with an opportunity to provided us with an opportunity to 
understand more about Jarmanunderstand more about Jarman’’s life s life 
and activismand activism,, the power of protest the power of protest,,  
and our own history as gay women and our own history as gay women 
and men.  and men.  

Back in our garden here at Back in our garden here at 
Manchester Art GalleryManchester Art Gallery,, we are  we are 
noticing the signs of spring arrivingnoticing the signs of spring arriving,,  
again. Weagain. We’’re proud to say that nearly re proud to say that nearly 
everything has survivedeverything has survived,, despite the  despite the 
UK experiencing three heatwaves in UK experiencing three heatwaves in 
the summer of 2022 with record the summer of 2022 with record 
temperatures. Wetemperatures. We’’ll never know ll never know 
what Derek Jarman would make what Derek Jarman would make 
of the Pocket Park created in his of the Pocket Park created in his 
honour. But it feels good to have a honour. But it feels good to have a 
permanent place at Manchester Art permanent place at Manchester Art 
Gallery that honours his work as an Gallery that honours his work as an 
artist and gardenerartist and gardener,, as well as a  as well as a 
pioneer for gay rights. pioneer for gay rights. 

On 20th March 2023 the Derek On 20th March 2023 the Derek 
Jarman Pocket Park was the subject Jarman Pocket Park was the subject 
of SuperNatureof SuperNature,, a regular slot  a regular slot 
on Lauren Laverneon Lauren Laverne’’s BBC6 Music s BBC6 Music 
breakfast show. Lawrie Robertsbreakfast show. Lawrie Roberts,,  
Pride in Ageing Manager at LGBT Pride in Ageing Manager at LGBT 
FoundationFoundation,, was interviewed by  was interviewed by 
Lauren about the importance of the Lauren about the importance of the 
garden and what it means to the garden and what it means to the 
volunteers. The subsequent twitter volunteers. The subsequent twitter 
post about the interview has been post about the interview has been 
viewed over 21viewed over 21,,000 times!000 times!
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age friendly manchester and beyond the pocket parkage friendly manchester and beyond the pocket park

As to the groupAs to the group’’s suggestions to make s suggestions to make 
Manchester a more age friendly place:Manchester a more age friendly place:

1. More public seating as walking for 1. More public seating as walking for 
sustained periods can be too much of a sustained periods can be too much of a 
challenge.challenge.

2. Better public transport including 2. Better public transport including 
staffing on said transport to ensure staffing on said transport to ensure 
safety from harassment.safety from harassment.

3. More publicly resourced health and 3. More publicly resourced health and 
wellbeing activities such as singing groupswellbeing activities such as singing groups,,  
walking groups and community gardenswalking groups and community gardens

And here are some suggestions by visitors And here are some suggestions by visitors 
to the Derek Jarman Pocket Park:to the Derek Jarman Pocket Park:

““ThereThere’’s a definite need for space where s a definite need for space where 
you can sit down and breathe. Iyou can sit down and breathe. I’’m also m also 
interested in the informal connections interested in the informal connections 
that can occur in a welcoming place like that can occur in a welcoming place like 
thisthis,, rather than a formal events space  rather than a formal events space 
This part of the art gallery grounds This part of the art gallery grounds 
hasnhasn’’t been used that mucht been used that much,, there there’’s never s never 
been much happening in this space. Itbeen much happening in this space. It’’s s 
quite corporate around here but now you quite corporate around here but now you 
have plantshave plants,, splashes of colour.  splashes of colour. 

II’’d like to see more green spaces open to d like to see more green spaces open to 
the publicthe public,, places to come and sit down  places to come and sit down 
and watch the world go by. A meeting and watch the world go by. A meeting 
place for people in quite a builtplace for people in quite a built--up areaup area,,  
itit’’s a nice to have this pocket of relief for s a nice to have this pocket of relief for 
people to come sitpeople to come sit,, and relax. and relax.

A g e  F r i e n d l y  M a n c h e s t e r  a n d  b e y o n d A g e  F r i e n d l y  M a n c h e s t e r  a n d  b e y o n d 
t h e  P o c k e t  P a r kt h e  P o c k e t  P a r k

The garden is a way to bring Pride in The garden is a way to bring Pride in 
Ageing into peopleAgeing into people’’s minds. People can s minds. People can 
come and sit but at the same time learn come and sit but at the same time learn 
about the older LGBT community. It about the older LGBT community. It 
really does broaden peoplereally does broaden people’’s minds. s minds. 

It was always one of those spaces that It was always one of those spaces that 
people travel through on their way to people travel through on their way to 
other spaces. But now I think youother spaces. But now I think you’’d stop d stop 
rather than walk though. It draws you rather than walk though. It draws you 
in much more than before.in much more than before.””

ItIt’’s fabulouss fabulous,, what a difference  what a difference ––  
before it was so bare with weeds and itbefore it was so bare with weeds and it’’s s 
been transformed into a paradise of been transformed into a paradise of 
plantsplants,, colours and shades. This is what  colours and shades. This is what 
Piccadilly Gardens should aspire to. I Piccadilly Gardens should aspire to. I 
grew up in Manchester and Piccadilly grew up in Manchester and Piccadilly 
Gardens used to be lovely gardens. Gardens used to be lovely gardens. 
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II’’m 71 nowm 71 now,, what if it was still going  what if it was still going 
in 10 years time? My relationship in 10 years time? My relationship 
to this as an 80 year old will to this as an 80 year old will 
be differentbe different,, I might have much  I might have much 
bigger health problems and I might bigger health problems and I might 
find that this group is part of my find that this group is part of my 
necessary support network. All of necessary support network. All of 
that is part of being in the Pride In that is part of being in the Pride In 
Ageing project.  You knowAgeing project.  You know,, you you’’ve got ve got 
to be proud of ageing cos what else is to be proud of ageing cos what else is 
there? AGE stands for Already Got there? AGE stands for Already Got 
Experience. ThatExperience. That’’s my acronym. I am s my acronym. I am 
looking forward to making more artlooking forward to making more art,,  
doing more gardeningdoing more gardening,, being more  being more 
Derek I suppose. (Mindy)Derek I suppose. (Mindy)
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C o l l a b o r a t o r s C o l l a b o r a t o r s 
t o  t h e  z i n et o  t h e  z i n e
David RhoDavid Rhodesdes

Fiona CorridanFiona Corridan

Hazel ErreyHazel Errey

Lawrie RobertsLawrie Roberts

Luciana LangLuciana Lang

Juliet DavisJuliet Davis--
DufayardDufayard

Mindy MeleyalMindy Meleyal

Paul EverittPaul Everitt

Philip HarperPhilip Harper--
DeakinDeakin

Richard Richard 
AthertonAtherton

Rosie NaylorRosie Naylor

Scout StuartScout Stuart

Lewis HadLewis Hadfieldfield

C o n t a c t  C o n t a c t  &&  
f e e d b a c kf e e d b a c k
We would appreciate feedback We would appreciate feedback 
and comments regarding both the and comments regarding both the 
project and participatory methods. project and participatory methods. 
You can do this by contacting the You can do this by contacting the 
researcherresearcher--inin--residence:residence:

luciana.langluciana.lang@@manchester.ac.ukmanchester.ac.uk

or using or using ##DerekJarmanPocketParkDerekJarmanPocketPark

The views expressed in the zine are The views expressed in the zine are 
those of participants in the project and those of participants in the project and 
gallery visitors gallery visitors –– not the organisations  not the organisations 
involved.involved.

For more information about pride For more information about pride 
in ageing please contact the LGBT in ageing please contact the LGBT 
Foundation:Foundation:

www.lgbt.foundationwww.lgbt.foundation//prideinageingprideinageing
0345 330 30300345 330 3030

further informationfurther information 6363

T h e  p o c k e t  p a r k T h e  p o c k e t  p a r k 
i n t o  t h e  f u t u r ei n t o  t h e  f u t u r e
We are looking to expand the volunteer We are looking to expand the volunteer 
group to include more people. The group to include more people. The 
group will continue to maintain the group will continue to maintain the 
garden and are now looking at how garden and are now looking at how 
we can help encourage more organic we can help encourage more organic 
pest control and biodiversity through pest control and biodiversity through 
plantingplanting,, trialling organic pest  trialling organic pest 
solutions and bird feeders.  The group solutions and bird feeders.  The group 
are growing plants at home from seed are growing plants at home from seed 
to plant into the garden to encourage to plant into the garden to encourage 
seasonal colour (rather than buy seasonal colour (rather than buy 
bedding plants and less sustainable bedding plants and less sustainable 
planting options).planting options).

We are looking for funding to create We are looking for funding to create 
programmingprogramming,, such as sketching such as sketching,, climate  climate 
justice knowledge sharing sessions etc.justice knowledge sharing sessions etc.,,  
and would like to employ a gardener to and would like to employ a gardener to 
work with the group.  Howeverwork with the group.  However,, this all  this all 
depends on securing new funding as the depends on securing new funding as the 
Pocket Parks grant has now been spent.Pocket Parks grant has now been spent.

As time goes on our garden will As time goes on our garden will 
become more Jarmanesque…become more Jarmanesque…
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In timeIn time,,  
No one will remember our work No one will remember our work 
Our life will pass like the traces of a cloud Our life will pass like the traces of a cloud 
And be scattered like And be scattered like 
Mist that is chased by the Mist that is chased by the 
Rays of the sun Rays of the sun 
For our time is the passing of a shadow For our time is the passing of a shadow 
And our lives will run like And our lives will run like 
Sparks through the stubble. I place a Sparks through the stubble. I place a 
delphiniumdelphinium,, Blue Blue,, upon your grave upon your grave

JarmanJarman’’s monologue in the film Blues monologue in the film Blue,, 1993 1993


